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COMING HOME  

A story of two brothers and a family’s 
search for resolution.

1st Lt. James A. Des Jardins, 
served in the 360th Fighter Squadron, 

356th Fighter Group, 8th Air Force. 
A Green Bay native, Des Jardins 

was KIA over Einhausen, Germany in          
November 1944. 
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As the summer comes to a close, 
I am reminded how fast time flies. 
We are now well into a new fiscal 
year, the construction of the new 
Joint Preservation Storage facility 
looms ever larger on the horizon, 
and a new school year is upon us. 
This is to say nothing of a new sea-
son of public programs, the redevel-
opment of some of our “permanent” 
exhibit space and the typical day-
to-day activities that order our lives 
at the WVM. Indeed, the last twelve 
months have been busy and there 
are no signs of a future slow down. 

New informational and marketing 

FROM THE DIRECTOR

STRAY ROUNDS

WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP LEVELS AND BENEFITS

• Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
• Special Lifetime Membership Friends 

of the WVM Pin
• 20% Discount in WVM Gift Shop
• Invitation to Members-Only Events

• Behind-the-Scenes Tours 
(upon request)

• WVM Calendar
• Individual Recognition on League of 

Honor Wall

INDIVIDUAL LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP - $1,200

• Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
• Friends of WVM Pin

• Invitations to Members-Only Events
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP - $30

• Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
• Friends of WVM Pin

• Invitations to Members-Only Events
• 10% WVM Gift Shop Discount

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP - $45

• 5 copies of Quarterly Newsletter – 
The Bugle 

• 5 Friends of WVM Pins
• 10% Discount in WVM Gift Shop 

for all employees 

• Invitations to Members-Only Events
• Free Rental of Education Center 

Facility (once per year) 
• Behind-the-Scenes Tour 

BRONZE STAR CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - $350
(10 EMPLOYEES OR LESS)

• 20 copies of Quarterly Newsletter – 
The Bugle

• 20 Friends of the WVM Pins
• 15% Discount in WVM Gift Shop 

for all employees
• Invitations to Members-Only Events

• Free Rental of Education Center 
Facility (twice per year)

• Behind the Scenes Tours 
(twice per year)

• Corporate Recognition on League of 
Honor Wall 

GOLD STAR CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - $1,000
(MORE THAN 10 EMPLOYEES)

developments include a long-awaited 
new Museum website offering 
greater functionality and improved 
aesthetics. Going into 2012, Museum 
members can expect an expanded 
version of The Bugle, featuring 
sixteen pages of news and articles 
about your Wisconsin Veterans   
Museum and the compelling veter-
ans’ stories that make your Museum 
a place of special interest for all who 
visit. Members and non-members 
alike will benefit from our regular 
e-newsletters, which include sug-
gested readings, featured gift shop 
items and news updates. 

Permanent exhibit redevelopment 
over the next twelve months will 
include the addition of a special sec-
tion dealing with Wisconsin Med-
als of Honor recipients. It is fitting 
that the Museum devotes a section 
to honor recipients of the nation’s 
highest military award. Currently, 
the  Museum 
holds three of the 
medals in its col-
lection. Each has 
its own story, but 
all speak to the 
extraordinary acts 
of Wisconsin’s 
bravest. 

Our preser-
vation efforts 
will continue to 
address critical 
needs thanks in 

large part to a very generous anony-
mous donation of $20,000.00, ear-
marked for battle f lag preservation. 
Moving forward, the WVM expects 
to conserve two to three battle f lags 
annually. 

The Membership program contin-
ues to grow beyond expectations, 
offering the Foundation a renew-
able source of financial support 
for programs, exhibits and artifact 
acquisition. I would like to thank 
those who have shown their support 
for the Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
by purchasing a membership, and I 
encourage others to join forces with 
us in honoring our veterans. 

As always, thank you for your 
continued support. 

WVM Registrar Kristine Zickuhr talks about flag preservation to a group of Foundation board members and 
Museum supporters.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

OFF TO WAR!
Men from Company F, 1st Wisconsin Infantry Regiment stand around a Pullman car before leaving Wisconsin for Florida at the outset of 
the Spanish-American War. Like many others who answered the call, these men of Racine were compelled by a sense of patriotism that 
swept the country in the spring of 1898.  For more information about the Company F photographic collection, see the following article on 
page 4. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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COMPANY F
FROM THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM ARCHIVES

Hidden from public view 
for years, an important photo 
negative collection depicting 
members of Company F, 1st 
Wisconsin Infantry Regiment, 
Spanish-American War, is now 
available for public use at the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
Research Center. The collection 
of 131 negatives was donated 
several years ago, but was 
unprocessed and publicly inac-
cessible. Fortunately, the im-
ages were preserved and they 
offer a unique photographic 
history of the 1st Wisconsin 
Infantry Regiment. 

When war was declared 
against Spain in the spring 
of 1898, local militia and new 
recruits from Racine, Wiscon-
sin formed Company F. After 
undergoing basic training at 
Camp Harvey, Milwaukee, the 
unit left for Tampa, Florida with expectations of head-
ing to Cuba. Instead, the regiment diverted to Jack-
sonville, Florida soon after leaving Wisconsin. To their 
chagrin, they spent the entire war stationed at Camp 
Cuba Libre. Accounts from the camp describe a lack 

Two soldiers from Company F pose for a photograph while stationed at 
Camp Cuba Libre

of sanitation, a dislike of the Florida climate, and an 
overall dissatisfaction among troops about missing the 
fight.     

 The company spent roughly four months at the 
camp before returning to Wisconsin to be mustered 
out. 

Most of the negatives depict scenes from Camp Cuba 
Libre. Included are many images of individual soldiers 
posing for the camera, humorous group shots, and the 

performance of daily routines. Oth-
er photographs depict the scenery 
around the camp, shots of down-
town Jacksonville, railroad cars, 
and images of local residents. While 
the collection mainly focuses on the 
company’s time in Florida, it does 
include some images of training in 
Camp Harvey and the celebratory 
welcome home they received when 
they returned to Racine in the fall of 
1898. 

Despite never leaving the United 
States, the men of Company F did 
their part in a short-lived war that 
fostered profound change in the 
American military system. Orga-
nizational, medical and logistical 
problems encountered during the 
war encouraged innovative devel-
opments that included the creation 
of the modern Army Reserves and 
ushered in medical advances dis-
covered by Walter Reed’s Commis-

sion that linked Yellow Fever with the aedes aegypti 
mosquito. The images in this collection are a reminder 
of the importance of photography in documenting the 
history and the lives of those who have helped shape 
it.   

RAY SCHLINDER &

SUGAR LOAF HILL
by Michael Telzrow, Director

On August 8, 2011, Ray Schlinder presented the Museum with 
a large framed print depicting the 6th Marine Division’s assault 
on Sugar Loaf Hill during the battle for Okinawa. During the 
attack, Schlinder was struck by a Japanese mortar round that 
left a chunk of metal in his liver. Sugar Loaf Hill was eventually 
taken on May 18, 1945 at a terrific cost of 2,662 Americans killed 
or wounded. Schlinder survived his wounds and after a lengthy 
recovery period he returned to Wisconsin to work and raise a 
family. Semper Fi, Ray!
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AWARD FOR HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

MUSEUM WINS A TELLY!FROM THE MUSEUM STORE

OLD ABE ORNAMENT

MUSEUM NEWS
by Jennifer Carlson

The Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum’s 
promotional video 
was awarded a 
Silver Telly Award 
in the 32nd An-
nual Telly Awards 
Competition. 
Founded in 1978, 
the Telly Awards 
is the premier 
award honoring 
outstanding local, 
regional, and cable 
TV commercials 
and programs, the 
finest video and 
film productions, 
and web commer-
cials, videos and 
films.  A national 
award, the Telly 

competition receives over 11,000 entries annually from 
all 50 states and numerous countries.  Less than 10% of 
entries are chosen to receive a Silver Telly Award, the 
highest honor. The video was shot and directed by Reel 
Wave Media, a Madison-based video production compa-
ny.  The video was produced for the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum Foundation in 2010 to use as a fundraising 
tool, and to raise awareness for the new programs and 
exhibits planned over the next four years.  The video is 
available for viewing at www.wisvetsmuseum.com and 
on all social media outlets for the Museum.  

To learn more about these products and other selections of 
the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Gift Store, you can visit us at    
www.wisvetsmuseum.com. You can also contact the Gift Store by 
phone at 608-261-0535, or by email at giftshopmanager@dva.state.
wi.us.

The 2011 Wisconsin State Capitol Ornament commemo-
rates the Civil War with Old Abe, the mascot of the 8th 
Regiment of the Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 

AVAILABLE NOW IN THE WVM GIFT SHOP -- $16.00

Congratulations to WVM staff members Jen 
and Jeff Kollath who recently married in Akron, 

Ohio on Saturday, August 13.

  JUST MARRIED

Reel Wave Media President Karl Soehnlein and WVM Marketing 
Director Jennifer Carlson with the Telly Award.

WVM Director Michael Telzrow with the award.

On July 31, 2011, 
WVM Director 
Michael Telzrow 
accepted a steward-
ship award from the 
Madison Trust for 
Historic Preserva-
tion. The Wiscon-
sin Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
and the Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum 
received this award 
for its ongoing pres-
ervation of Camp 
Randall Memorial 
Park. 
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  A STORY OF TWO BROTHERS

COMING HOME

   The desire for resolution, particularly 
when associated with an emotionally 
painful event, is very strong. For the 
families of veterans lost in battle, closure 
is sometimes an elusive thing. Over 
73,000 World War II soldiers, sailors, air-
men and marines remain unrecovered. 
For most of their descendents there is 
little hope that their remains will ever be 
found. But for one Wisconsin family the 
sixty-six year wait is finally over.  

   As a young boy, John A. Des Jardins 
had no real memory of his uncles. They 
died six years before he was born. He 
only knew that they were World War 
II pilots and that their combat-related 
deaths remained a heartbreaking reality 
for his grandparents, John and Nettie 
Des Jardins of Green Bay. “There were 
pictures above the fireplace, but you 
couldn’t say anything about it because 
it would cause an emotional outburst,” 

said Des Jardins, now an Outagamie 
County judge. The Des Jardins’ paid 
the supreme price in defense of free-
dom, losing two sons in action and 
the thought of reliving the tragedy 
brought only unfathomable sadness. 

   For many years, the exact circum-
stances surrounding the deaths of 
Air Corps pilots Earl and James Des 
Jardins remained a mystery; their 
memories kept alive by their surviv-
ing brother, Arnold.  The treasured 
old medals, uniform articles and 
letters provided a lasting connection 
that strengthened John’s interest and 
put him on a path of discovery that 
would occupy much of his adult life. 
Reading the wartime letters from his 
uncles provided an immediate con-
nection. “I felt like I could reach out 
and touch them,” said Des Jardins.

BROTHERS IN ARMS
   Earl Des Jardins flew B-24 Libera-
tors out of Italy and North Africa with 
the 15th Air Force, 885th Bombard-
ment Squadron. He was the first of 
the two brothers to earn his wings, 
enlisting on August 3, 1942. By Au-
gust 1944, Earl had logged a number 
of combat missions. As a veteran, 
he knew the dangers and realities of 
combat and he tried to convey that to 
his brother who was still in train-
ing. “Combat is rough and don’t let 
anyone tell you different.  If I were 
you I won’t be in any great hurry to 
get over here,” he wrote in a letter 
to his brother dated July 30, 1944.  
“My last mission was the Standard 
Oil plant at Ploesti and it was a little 
rough. We stopped quite a bit of flak 
over the target.” Des Jardins’s B-24 
lost most of its hydraulic system and 
he had to feather propellers in order 
to stop over speeding in number one 
and two engines. After losing his 
original formation, Des Jardins man-
aged to hook up with a group of B-17s 
but his problems were not over. He 
was running dangerously low on fuel 
and at one time considered ordering 
the crew to bail out. He cut his power 
down to the minimum, just enough 
to keep her in the air. Since the 
hydraulic system was shot, the crew 
had to crank the landing gear down 
by hand. On the approach, engines 
three and four ran out of fuel. By the 
time the wounded Liberator landed 
only fifteen gallons of fuel remained 
in engines one and two. Des Jardins’s 
masterful handling of the damaged 
B-24, coupled with a little luck, en-
sured a safe return this time. Several 
weeks later his luck would run out. 

   On the night of September 12, 1944, 
Second Lieutenant Earl Des Jar-
dins and his crew flew from Maison 
Blanche, Algeria on a mission to drop 
weapons and ammunition to the un-
derground resistance in the Allesan-
dria sector of Northern Italy. Using 
the French coastline as a navigational 
aid, the crew of the Dallas Lady flew 
under cover of darkness. Near St. 
Jean-Cap-Ferrat they banked north 
into an Alpine valley. Guiding an 
unescorted bomber at low altitudes 
through tight, treacherous mountain 
passes at night was a harrowing task. 
Nazi flak, fighters and ground fire 
made it even more dangerous. 

   No one knows whether it was 
navigational error or Nazi weaponry 

1st Lt. James A. Des Jardins in the cockpit of his p-51 Mustang, 
360th Figther Squadron, 356th Fighter Group, 8th Air Force.
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TELL US YOUR STORY! 
Have a story about your family history? We 

want to hear it! Call  (608) 264-6086 or 
email jennifer.carlson@dva.state.wi.us and 

your’s could be our next feature story!

that brought down Des Jardins and 
his crew of ten. The B-24 crashed into 
the wall of a mountain in France’s 
Roya Valley not far from the Italian 
border. None of the 11 member crew 
survived. German soldiers recovered 
the remains of the fallen fliers and 
placed them in the civilian cemetery 
at Fontan, just inside the French bor-
der with Italy. The crew now rests in 
the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery 
near Louisville, Kentucky. 

   Following in the footsteps of his 
brother Earl, James A. Des Jardins 
enlisted in the Air Corps in December 
1942, and like his brother he too died 
in action. For James, an 8th Air Force 
P-51 Mustang pilot with the 360th 
Fighter Squadron, the end came dur-
ing a strafing run near Einhausen, 
Germany in November 1944. Light 
flak brought down the Mustang near 
the town’s railroad yards. A fellow 
squadron member recorded that the 
aircraft crashed into a pond “with 
an enormous 
splash.”  Des 
Jardins had 
been flying low, 
so there was no 
time to eject and 
deploy a para-
chute. 

   Originally, Des 
Jardins was clas-
sified as miss-
ing in action. 
Local residents, 
however, had 
recovered some 

remains which were 
eventually interred at 
Ft. Howard Cemetery 
in Green Bay, but it 
wasn’t until recently 
that the recovery was 
complete. A dredging 
project conducted in 
June 2011 uncovered 
James Des Jardins’s 
P-51 Mustang. John 
learned of the recov-
ery through an email 
from the Mayor of 
Einhausen, Lothar 
Ritzmann, that simply 
said, “By dredging 
near my village, we 
found the airplane from James.” 
U. S. military officials from Joint 
Prisoners of War, Missing in Action 
Accounting Command (JPAC), took 
possession of the remains in July 
2011. His remains will be sent to the 
JPAC facility in Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii for further DNA testing, though 
it is considered certain that the 
remains are those of James A. Des 
Jardins. It is expected that his re-
mains will be returned to Green Bay 
for burial in Ft. Howard Cemetery. 

CLOSURE
   In 1991, Judge John Des Jardins 
made a memorable trip to the site 
where Earl Des Jardins died in 
defense of freedom. It was there 
that he was able to talk to mem-
bers of the French resistance and 
to those who saw the plane crash. 
He was struck by the level of honor 
that the French gave to the crew of 
the Dallas Lady. The French have 
maintained the site as a memorial. 
Wreckage of the B-24 remains, a 
vivid and moving reminder of the 
horrors of war and the sacrifices 
made by so many U. S. service 

members. A monument designed and 
built by internationally renowned 
French sculptor Sacha Sosno, marks 
the spot where the plane crashed. A 
series of large monoliths representing 
each crewmember provides a stark 
reminder of the cost of war. For Judge 
Des Jardins it was a surprising re-
minder of the deep gratitude that the 
French of that region feel for Amer-
ica’s efforts in liberating them from 
Nazi tyranny.  It was also a reminder 
of our obligation to remember. 

   With the recent recovery, Judge 
Des Jardins’s lingering questions 
about his uncles have finally been 
answered. The stories of his uncles, 
once incomplete, are now likely to be 
remembered for generations to come. 

2nd Lt. Earl Des Jardins, 885th Bombardment Squadron

Des Jardins’s P-51 engine emerges from a pond near Einhausen, Germany in remarkably 
good condition. 

The wreckage of Dallas Lady Marks the spot where eleven American fliers perished during a 
special operations mission over France and Italy.

Des Jardins stands in front of his P-51 at Martlesham Heath 
Airfield, England. 
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2011 WISCONSIN BOOK FESTIVAL 

TEN YEARS AFTER: A FIRST RESPONDER’S STORY OF 9/11
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 - NOON
TONY RAJER, author and art conservator
Wisconsin resident Tony Rajer happened 
to be in New York City, working as a first 
responder. He spent two weeks at Ground 
Zero with the Red Cross and FEMA. Join us 
as Tony shares his first-hand experiences 
through an illustrated talk, as we honor 
those who died on that day.

INTO THE FIRE: POPULAR MUSIC AND 9/11
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 - 7:00 PM
CHARLES HUGHES & ALEXANDER SHASHKO, UW-Madison 
WENDY SCHNEIDER & BRADLEY THOMAS, area musicians 
The events and aftermath of 9/11 had an immediate impact on life in 
the United States, including popular music. Join a distinguished panel of 
Madison-area scholars and performers as they discuss how 9/11 affected 
the way that music was made, heard, and understood from 2001 to today.

THE SARGE WEARS EYE SHADOW: WOMEN IN THE  
VIETNAM WAR
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 - 7:00 PM
HEATHER STUR, Professor of History, University of Southern Mississippi 
SISTER LINDA MCCLENAHAN, Vietnam Veteran 
Over 6,000 women served during the Vietnam War, serving in vital 
functions. Dr. Stur will discuss the role of women in the war, and 
also sit down for a one-on-one discussion with Vietnam Veteran, 
Sister Linda McClenahan.
Presented in partnership with the UW-Madison Dept. of Integrated Liberal Studies.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR IN THE WEST:
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 - NOON
DOUGLAS D. SCOTT, Professor of Anthropology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
The archaeological record of the 1864 Battle of Centralia chronicles the 
ambush and annihilation of 150 Missouri Volunteers by Confederate guer-
rillas led by William “Bloody Bill” Anderson. The physical evidence sup-
ports the historic records, but adds detail to the story by showing there 
is more to the stories than recorded in the recollections of participants or 
the official record of events.

WHAT IT IS LIKE TO GO TO WAR
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2011 - 7:00 PM
KARL MARLANTES, author and Vietnam Veteran
What It Is Like to Go to War is a powerful nonfiction book about the expe-
rience of combat and how inadequately we prepare our young men and 
women for the psychological and spiritual stresses of war.
Presented in partnership with the UW-Madison Dept. of Integrated Liberal Studies and the 
Wisconsin Book Festival.

AT UNION SOUTH
WOUNDED WARRIORS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011 - UNION SOUTH (1308 W. Dayton St. Madison, WI)
4:30 PM - SCREENING (Marquee, 2nd Floor) 5:00 PM - DISCUSSION (Marquee, 2nd Floor)
The people of the Menominee Nation have fought to protect their home-
land for generations.  Now veterans of the Vietnam War are reaching out 
to help today’s veterans cope with the invisible scars of combat.

LIBERTY’S SUREST GUARDIAN: NATION BUILDING FROM THE 
FOUNDERS TO OBAMA
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2011 - 7:00 PM
JEREMI SURI, Mack Brown Distinguished Chair for Leadership in Global Affairs, Robert S. Strauss 
Center for Security and Law, University of Texas at Austin
LECTURE AND BOOK SIGNING     

Held at the Overture Center, 221 State Street, Madison
In this timely and urgent book, Jeremi Suri explains 
where America has erred and where it has suc-
ceeded - in the Philippines, in post WWII Europe, 
in Vietnam - and offers a bullet-pointed plan for 
how to move forward. America has something 
unique to offer the world; we must learn from our 
past how to do it right. 

A 2011 Dr. Richard Zeitlin Distingushed Lecture Series Event  
Presented in partnership with the UW-Madison Dept. of History

AT THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM
BETWEEN WAR AND PEACE: HOW AMERICA ENDS ITS WARS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2011 - 7:00 PM
COL. MATTHEW MOTEN, United States Military Academy; editor 
JOHN HALL, Ambrose-Hesseltine Professor of Military History, UW-Madison 
EDWARD “MAC” COFFMAN, Professor Emeritus of Military History, UW-Madison
JOSEPH GLATTHAAR, Stephenson Distinguished Professor of 
History, University of North Carolina
This book confronts one of the most pressing issues 
of our time: how do we end conflict and how do we 
deal with the country we are leaving behind? As 
recent history has shown, an “exit strategy,” though 
it’s sometimes neglected, can be as important a 
piece of military strategy as any, and building on our 
current understanding of America’s history in ways 
that few studies have done before.

A 2011 Dr. Richard Zeitlin Distingushed  Lecture Series Event
Presented in partnership with the UW-Madison Dept. of History

THE KATYN ORDER: A NOVEL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2011 - 12:30 PM
DOUGLAS JACOBSON, author , LECTURE AND BOOK SIGNING 

The German war machine is in retreat 
as the Russians advance. In Warsaw, 
Resistance fi ghters rise up against their 
Nazi occupiers, but the Germans retaliate, 
ruthlessly leveling the once-beautiful city. 
American Adam Nowak has been dropped 
into Poland by British intelligence as an 
assassin and Resistance fi ghter. During 
the Warsaw Uprising he meets Natalia, a 
covert operative who has lost everything 
- just as he has. Amid the Allied power 
struggle left by Germany’s defeat, Adam 

and Natalia join in a desperate hunt for the 1940 Soviet order authoriz-
ing the murders of 20,00 Polish army offi cers and civilians. If they can 
fi nd the Katyn order before the Russians do, they just might change 
the fate of Poland.

Presented in partnership with the Polish Heritage Club of Madison

For more information on the 2011 Wisconsin Book Festival,    
visit www.wisconsinbookfestival.org.

AT THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM
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To date, the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum houses nearly three dozen 
Purple Heart medals in its collec-
tion.  While on the surface they may 
appear as identical pieces, each one 
arrived to us with a story that makes 
it completely unique.  On August 
5th, WVM staff had the opportunity 
to feature just one medal’s personal 
history as part of a small exhibit 
done for the Purple Heart Day 
ceremony held in the 20th Century 
Gallery.  Fellow Purple Heart recipi-
ents, their family, and friends were 
welcomed to this event to honor each 
service person’s unique sacrifice 
marked by this one shared symbol.  

In 2008, the museum recieved the 
Purple Heart medal set awarded 
to Appleton, Wisconsin native and 
World War I veteran Hillard R. Rus-
sell (1895-1985).  Russell received it 
almost 27 years after incurring the 
wound which made him eligible.  
Along with the medal, Russell kept 
the March 22, 1945 receipt sent from 
Headquarters Army Service Forces, 
a diary which recorded his experi-
ence, as well as the actual German 
bullet that was extracted from his 
shoulder.   

Russell was drafted into service 
with the United States Army on 
May 25th, 1918, first with the 341st 
Infantry Regiment, 86th Division, 
and then later transferred to Ma-
chine Gun Company, 310th Infantry 
Regiment, 78th Division. He arrived 
in Le Havre, France on September 
28th, 1918, and the Argonne forests 
by October 13th.  On October 16th, 
he wrote in his diary, “Went up to 
front lines and went ‘over the top’ at 
Grandpré.”  Here he was shot in the 
left arm close to the shoulder.  He 
walked back to first aid, and from 
there was transported to Evacuation 
Hospital #10, where doctors removed 
a broken bone and the deformed bul-
let.  After spending months transfer-
ring between hospitals in France, he 
finally returned state side aboard 
hospital ship USS Great Northern in 

FROM THE COLLECTIONS

A PURPLE HEART 

March of 1919.  Suffering set-backs, 
he spent nearly a year in different 
hospitals.  His arm remained in a 
cast until he was finally discharged 
on February 21, 1920.

It was a decade after World War I 
when the idea first surfaced to rein-
troduce the Badge of Military Merit, 
the legendary purple heart-shaped 
award given by 
General George 
Washington to 
three gallant 
soldiers in 1782.  
General Doug-
las MacArthur, 
then Army Chief 
of Staff, finally 
brought success to 
the reintroduction 
movement in 1931.  
Out of respect 
to Washington’s 
military achieve-
ments, the medal 
was officially 
introduced on the 
bicentennial of his 
birth, with War 
Department Gen-
eral Orders No. 3 
on February 22, 
1932 reinstating 

the “Purple Heart Medal for Military 
Merit.”  The decree retroactively 
granted Purple Hearts to wounded 
World War I veterans, the first of 
which was awarded to General
MacArthur.  

The United States produced an 
extra half million Purple Heart 
medals for the anticipated casualties 
resulting from the planned attack 
on Japan. When that attack never 
occurred, nearly that entire half 
million stockpile remained at war’s 
end.  Even 65 years later, there still 
remains a surplus of over 100,000 
Purple Heart medals.  Today, extra 
medals can be kept on hand for im-
mediate distribution to the wounded 
in current conflicts.  Although 
they’ve since been refurbished, 
today’s service members are receiv-
ing medals that had once been quite 
literally intended for their grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents.  While 
that may make them more alike 
than one would guess, continuing to 
honor the individual stories attached 
to them will forever keep them one-
of-a-kind.  

Purple Heart medal awarded to WWI Veteran Hillard Russell in 1945, 27 years after this bullet 
was removed from his arm.

An excerpt from Hillard Russell’s notebook, as he describes 
having to walk back from front lines after being wounded. 
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ANDREA HOFFMAN
COLLECTIONS MANAGER



SCHOOL TOURS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

$50 per group, maximum group size 30 people.

Bus parking along Speedway Road

To book a school tour, call 608.264.7663 or email       
jennifer.kollath@dva.state.wi.us. 

PUBLIC TOURS 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 - NOON TO 4:00 PM                     

Forest Hill Cemetery, 1 Speedway Road, Madison, WI

$5 dollars for adults, $2 dollars for children

(Tour leaves every 15 minutes)

Tours are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
Free parking along Speedway Road and behind West 
High School. 

For more information, visit www.wisvetsmuseum.com.

   The Wisconsin Veterans Museum’s annual “Talk-
ing Spirits” Forest Hill Cemetery Tour will be held on 
Sunday, October 9th.  In its thirteenth year, the award-
winning living history program, supported by the Dane 
County Cultural Affairs Commission with additional 
funds from The Evjue Foundation, Inc., charitable arm 
of The Capital Times, will highlight the lives of both 
prominent and lesser known figures in Wisconsin histo-
ry.  In his second inaugural address, Abraham Lincoln 
prayed “that this mighty scourge of war may speedily 
pass away.” This sentiment was shared by the people 
represented in the vignettes you will experience, whose 
lives were forever changed due to the Civil War.

   Talking Spirits XIII will introduce many “characters” 
that have impacted the course of Wisconsin history, 
both on the battlefield and off.  This year will mark the 
return of Louis and Cordelia Harvey, the governor of 
Wisconsin during the war and his widow, who opened 
hospitals and orphanages for veterans and their fami-
lies. Edward Bridgman, will tell his tale of fighting 
with John Brown in “Bleeding Kansas” and later in the 
37th Massachusetts before settling in Wisconsin.  Hugh 
Lewis, an Iron Brigade veteran, will share how he left 
part of his arm at Bull Run and part in Canada.  Finally, 
Mark “Peg Leg” Smith will discuss the Battle of the Wil-
derness and later his experience working as a handler 
for Old Abe in the Capitol.

   Directed for the seventh year by playwright John 
Sable, local actors and actresses will don period dress, 
giving the visitors the unique experience of meeting 
these characters on the cemetery grounds.  Included in 
the 1 ½ hour guided walking tour will be informative 
discussions of the cemetery’s rich history and grave-
stone art. 

A local actor brings a Wisconsin figure to life.

Funding for this event provided by:

   The Wisconsin Veterans Museum Golf Outing 
sponsored by Spacesaver Corporation was held at the 
beautiful Oaks Golf Course in Cottage Grove on Mon-
day, July 11th and raised over $22,000 for the 
Museum’s award-winning exhibits and educational 
programs.  Thank you to all who sponsored and 
supported this year’s event!  
   

TALKING SPIRITS XIII
 THIS MIGHTY SCOURGE OF WAR

FOUNDATION NEWS

A HOLE-IN-ONE!
by Jennifer Carlson

Co-Chair Fred McCormick with the event sponsor representatives from         
Spacesaver Corporation and Midwest Storage Systems. 
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JENNIFER KAYE KOLLATH
CURATOR OF EDUCATION



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
WVMF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
ALAN HEMBEL

VICE PRESIDENT
DR. JOHN BUSBY

SECRETARY
DENNIS WAGNER

TREASURER
ANITA MATCHA

ADDITIONAL DIRECTORS
SCOTT CAMPBELL
CHRIS CARPENTER
TEDDY DUCKWORTH
MICHAEL ELY
JOHN HALL, PH.D.
DR. LEWIS B. HARNED (EMERITUS)
KARL HANSON
DALE HUNDT
WILLIAM HUSTAD (EMERITUS)
FRED MCCORMICK (EMERITUS)
LARRY OLSON
ERIC PETERSEN (EMERITUS)
VERA RODDY
LEE SCHUFF
WILLIAM SCHRUM

WVM FOUNDATION
WWW.WVMFOUNDATION.COM
608.264.6086

MUSEUM STAFF

DIRECTOR
MICHAEL TELZROW
608.266.1009

PROCESSING ARCHIVIST
ANDREW BARANIAK
608-266-2320

SENIOR MARKETING & 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST
JENNIFER CARLSON
608.264.6086

REFERENCE ARCHIVIST
RUSS HORTON
608.267.1790

CURATOR OF EDUCATION
JENNIFER KAYE KOLLATH
608.264.7663

MEDIA SPECIALIST
LAURA KOCUM
608.264.7663

CURATOR OF HISTORY
JEFF KOLLATH
608.261.0541

ARCHIVES COLLECTIONS MANAGER
GAYLE MARTINSON
608.261.0536

LIBRARIAN
LAURA LAY
608.261.5408

STORE MANAGER
GREG LAWSON
608.261.0535

MARKETING SPECIALIST
SUSIE KORZEC
608.264.6086

COLLECTIONS MANAGER
ANDREA HOFFMAN
608.261.0540

REGISTRAR
KRISTINE ZICKUHR
608.261.6802

WISCONSIN NATIONAL GUARD MUSEUM 
SITE CURATOR
ERIC LENT
608.427.1280

The Bugle is published quarterly by the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum Foundation 
for our members and friends. The Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum Foundation provides 
funds for the support of artifact acquisition, 
exhibit production and the development of 
educational programs. 

COMMENTS & SUBMISSIONS
We welcome your comments and editorial 
submissions concerning The Bugle. 
Comments and submissions should be sent 
to Jennifer Carlson at 
Jennifer.Carlson@dva.state.wi.us.

JOIN US ONLINE!

THE
WISCONSIN
VETERANS
MUSEUM
30 WEST MIFFLIN STREET
MADISON, WI 53703
ON THE CAPITOL SQUARE
608.267.1799
www.wisvetsmuseum.com

MUSEUM HOURS
Monday-Saturday 9:00 AM–4:30 PM
Sunday (April-September) Noon–4:00 PM
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Robert Dent
John DesJardins
Mark Dexter
Eric Ebersberger
Robert Fuller
Bruce Gregg
Douglas Haag
Susan Hamblin
Christine Head
Robert Hesselbein
Ann Horwitz
Arn Kind
Daivd Lane
Charles Larkin

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
“I am proud to be a life member of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. This is a way to connect to our 
military past and make a commitment to ensure its future.”  
        -Dr. John Busby, Lifetime Member

CALL 608.264.6086 OR JOIN ONLINE AT WWW.WVMFOUNDATION.COM

THE
WISCONSIN
VETERANS
MUSEUM
30 WEST MIFFLIN STREET
MADISON, WI 53703

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Timothy & Carol Bintz
Francis Brewster
David & Gerry Brisk
Marilyn Connell
Melinda & Mark Heinritz
Calvin & Marge Hewitt
Diane Nixa & Kurt Hochfeld
John & Sigrid Kahoun
Phillip & Pricilla Kallas
Tom Mauermann
Tess Mulrooney
Thomas Paulbecki
Robert Paulson

Bob Liebl
Paul Lucke
Thomas Ludka
Barbara Ludka
Jack Lund
Betty Mindermann
Daniel Naylor
Tom Nesler
Lawrence Niemer
David Olien
Laveral Pieper
Barbara Puls
John Race
Milton Reinke

Learn about Wisconsin veterans in a new way through the big 
map of featured at LZ Lambeau! This 105’ x 140’ map of Vietnam 
was part of LZ Lambeau’s ‘Welcome Home’ veterans event 
in 2010, where Vietnam veterans came together, signed their 
names, shared stories, and honored those who sacrifi ced their 
lives. You can see the map at www.bigvietnammap.com, where 
you can search for signatures, post comments, and hear the 
stories of Wisconsin soldiers who served in Vietnam.

THE BIG MAP

Robert Roden
George & Paula Roncaglia
Marlin Schneider
Richard Smith
Irwin Tenhaken
Dan Wartinbee
James Wartinbee, Jr.
Richard & Marjorie Wolf
C. Allen & Ardala Wortley

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
Travis Brimmer
Edward Brown
Michael Culligan

Beverly Schrag
Jim Scott
Martin Butch Shawley
James Skaggs
Franklin Stoneburner
Dean Tilema
Charles Waity

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is an educational activity of the                              
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs. 

A most sincere thank you to all who purchased a membership.  We cannot provide quality 
programming and award-winning exhibits without your help.

THANK YOU NEW MEMBERS!
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