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From Paper to Iron : Never before seen 

Civil War artifacts make their debut on     
July 2nd

Cover Photo: John Moy, Co H, 6th 
Wisconsin Infantry. Killed in action, 
Laurel Hill, Virginia, May 13, 1864. 
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THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM     MADISON, WI     WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM    



Although the nation as a whole 
has done shamefully little to recog-
nize the 150th anniversary of the 
Civil War, your Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum has led the effort to estab-
lish a state commission charged 
with highlighting Wisconsin’s role 
in that pivotal conflict. Chaired by 
noted Civil War historian, Lance 
Herdegen, the Wisconsin Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Commission was 
organized to coordinate the efforts 
of Wisconsin’s museums, libraries, 
schools and universities, historical 
societies, veterans’ organizations, 
and citizens to commemorate the 

FROM THE DIRECTOR

CIVIL WaR REMEMbRaNCE

WISCONSIN VETERaNS MUSEUM MEMbERSHIP LEVELS aND bENEFITS

•	 Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
•	 Special Lifetime Membership Friends 

of the WVM Pin
•	 20% Discount in WVM Gift Shop
•	 Invitation to Members-Only Events 

•	 behind-the-Scenes Tours  
(upon request)

•	 WVM Calendar
•	 Individual Recognition on League of 

Honor Wall

IndIvIdual lIfetIme membershIp - $1,200

•	 Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
•	 Friends of WVM Pin

•	 Invitations to Members-Only Events
IndIvIdual membershIp - $30

•	 Quarterly Newsletter – The Bugle
•	 Friends of WVM Pin

•	 Invitations to Members-Only Events
•	 10% WVM Gift Shop Discount

famIly membershIp - $45

•	 5 copies of Quarterly Newsletter –  
The Bugle 

•	 5 Friends of WVM Pins
•	 10% Discount in WVM Gift Shop  

for all employees 

•	 Invitations to Members-Only Events
•	 Free Rental of Education Center  

Facility (once per year) 
•	 behind-the-Scenes Tour 

bronze star Corporate membershIp - $350
(10 employees or less)

•	 20 copies of Quarterly Newsletter –  
The Bugle

•	 20 Friends of the WVM Pins
•	 15% Discount in WVM Gift Shop  

for all employees
•	 Invitations to Members-Only Events

•	 Free Rental of Education Center  
Facility (twice per year)

•	 behind the Scenes Tours  
(twice per year)

•	 Corporate Recognition on League of 
Honor Wall 

Gold star Corporate membershIp - $1,000
(more THAN 10 employees)

Sesquicentennial of the Civil War. 

Established in 2010, by the Wis-
consin Department of Veterans Af-
fairs/Wisconsin Veterans Museum, 
the Commission seeks to honor the 
legacy, service, and sacrifice of 
Wisconsin’s citizen-soldiers, while 
illuminating the efforts of those 
on the home front, who supported 
the war effort by their actions. The 
commission hopes to reach out to 
multiple audiences, by publicizing 
and coordinating exhibits, sympo-
sia, and educational programming. 
For more information about the 
Commission and its activities visit   
www.civilwarwisconsin.com. 

As a part of the Sesquicentennial 

observance, the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum will open From Paper to 
Iron, its first in a series of Civil War 
exhibits coinciding with the 150th 
Anniversary of the war. Developed 
by Jeff Kollath, this exhibit will 
introduce visitors to Wisconsin’s 
entry into the war through a unique 
approach that combines some of the 
Museum’s most significant artifacts 
with leading digital technology. Set 
within a unique conceptual context 
it examines key personal attributes 
and environmental elements that 
defined the early war experience for 
Wisconsin’s soldiers.  

You will also see some of the 
most significant artifacts from our 
collection – objects and documents 
that have never been on exhibit. 
These original objects speak to us 
about sacrifice, stamina, pride, and 
devotion to country in ways that 
transcend time. No digital applica-
tion, no interactive, however engag-
ing, will ever replace the original 
artifact. 

When we look upon these arti-
facts, let us remember that they 
represent 91,000 soldiers, (12,300 
of whom gave their lives), and that 
we have a civic and moral obligation 
to remember them not as anony-
mous players in the context of some 
distant historical event but rather 
as real individuals connected to us 
by a long line of Wisconsin veteran 
soldiers. 

THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM2
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FROM THE aRCHIVES

RaLLY ‘ROUND THE FLaGS 
The 12th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment Color Guard display the national (left) and regimental (right) flags that they carried during the Civil 
War. Members of color guards were targeted by opposing forces and suffered high casualty rates—losing a flag in the middle of battle 
could cause confusion in regimental organization and loss of morale among the troops. The colors of the 12th Wisconsin Infantry are 
preserved at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

3WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

W
VM

 M
55

14
17



CIVIL WaR DaTabaSE
FROM THE WISCONSIN VETERaNS MUSEUM aRCHIVES

The 150th Anniversary of the Civil War has thrust the 
conflict, and especially its participants, into the pub-
lic consciousness. The plethora of newspaper articles, 
television coverage, museum exhibits, and community 
events lead many to seek their own personal connection 
to the men and women of the 1860s who participated in 
this historic event. To help those with roots in Wiscon-
sin make that connection, WVM recently put its well-
known Civil War database online with expanded search 
capabilities.

Containing information about the 91,000 men from 
Wisconsin who served in the Civil War, the online da-
tabase allows users to search using any combination of 
name, residence, regiment, company, or a remarks field 
that includes keywords like killed, wounded, prisoner, 
and promoted. Thus in addition to finding individuals 
for that personal connection, this database can produce 
lists of soldiers from specific communities as well as 
casualty lists from companies, regiments, or cities. This 
versatility makes the database useful to everyone from 
genealogists to communities wishing to recognize their 
Civil War veterans to scholars researching specific Wis-
consin units.

The database also serves as an entry into the collec-
tions of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, which provide 
additional information and context about Wisconsin’s 
role in the Civil War. For example, a database search for 
Anthony Olson reveals a man from Rush River (Pierce 
County) who enlisted in June 1861 and served in Compa-
ny B, 6th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. He was wounded 
at South Mountain and Antietam, and transferred to the 
Veterans Reserve Corps in September 1863. Clicking the 
“Request More Info” link for Olson connects you to the 
WVM Research Center.

Anthony Olson wearing his Veterans Reserve Corps jacket. 

You’ll learn how to get a Certificate of Service, which 
provides a list of battles in which Olson fought and a 
regimental history that identifies the 6th Wisconsin as 
part of the famed Iron Brigade. Additional resources at 
WVM reveals more details about Olson’s service. Olson 
was a Norwegian immigrant with brown hair and blue 
eyes who enlisted at the age of 18. The Veterans Reserve 
Corps (V.R.C.) was an organization within the Union 
Army for men too ill, wounded (like Olson), or otherwise 
unhealthy for regular service; they performed light duty 
that allowed more able-bodied men to fight at the front 
lines. WVM holds a carte de visite image of Olson in his 
V.R.C. uniform, the flags of the 6th Wisconsin under 
which Olson marched, and published memoirs, remi-
niscences, and histories that explore the role of the 6th 
Wisconsin at the battles in which Olson was wounded.

Whether you are seeking a personal connection to the 
men from Wisconsin who served in the Civil War 150 
years ago or just want to learn more about the individual 
stories, the WVM Civil War database provides an easy 
way to connect to a wealth of information. Be sure to 
check it out at www.wisvetsmuseum.com

by Jennifer Carlson

   The WVM Foundation Nominating Committee has been active this year. With several vacant positions to fill, the Foundation 
wasted no time in appointing three new board members. The Foundation welcomes Chris Carpenter, Michael Ely and Dr. John Hall 
as its newest members.

   an avid supporter of Wisconsin’s Veterans, Carpenter is the President/CEO of Royle Printing in Sun Prairie. Ely served in the 
United States Marine Corps during the Vietnam and Persian Gulf conflicts, and retired from the State of Wisconsin’s Department 
of  agriculture and Consumer Protection agency after 30 years of service.  Professor Hall is the ambrose-Hesseltine Chair in the 
U.S. Military History at the University of Wisconsin- Madison, and a Distinguished Graduate of the U.S. Military academy at West 
Point.

NEW FOUNDaTION bOaRD MEMbERS

THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM4
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FROM THE MUSEUM STORE

CIVIL WaR COLLECTION
STaFF IN THE SPOTLIGHT

JENNIFER CaRLSON
by Michael Telzrow, Director

What do fundraising events, museum marketing, and 
Central America have in common? They are all things 
that Jennifer Carlson deals with in the course of a typi-
cal year. Museum staff members wear many hats and 
Carlson is a prime 
example of WVM 
versatility. Jennifer 
has been lending 
her considerable 
skills and wide 
ranging knowledge 
to the Museum 
for nearly a de-
cade. Plucked from 
relative obscu-
rity by Dr. Richard 
Zeitlin while she 
was finishing her 
studies leading 
to a Psychology 
degree, Jennifer 
first worked in the 
Museum’s store as 
a volunteer. She soon moved up the ranks as the Curator 
of Visitor Services.  Along the way she assumed respon-
sibility for the administration of the Wisconsin Veter-
ans Museum Foundation. It was in that capacity that 
Ms. Carlson discovered a love for non-profits and their 
management, and that’s where Central America entered 
the picture. As a part of her masters degree coursework 
in non-profit management at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee, Jennifer became involved in Behrhorst 
Partners for Development. Established in 1962, BPD has 
undertaken a mission to support sustainable initiatives 
in Guatemala through potable water projects and par-
ticipatory community development. Before long, a simple 
internship led to multiple visits to Central America and a 
position on the board of directors of BPD. 

In 2010, Carlson was named Senior Marketing & De-
velopment Specialist to better capitalize on her growing 
knowledge of non-profit best practices. With the transi-
tion from visitor services to marketing, Carlson has been 
at the forefront of new strategic initiatives, including the 
development of a marketing master plan, membership 
program, new museum website and the redevelopment 
of The Bugle, all while continuing to handle day-to-day 
Foundation activities and primary fundraising events 
like the annual golf outing and gala. 

Carlson’s extraordinary dedication, versatility and 
drive have earned her the admiration of the veterans’ 
community, our donors and her colleagues alike. Con-
gratulations Jen on your masters degree commence-
ment and on being selected this quarter’s Spotlight staff 
member!

To learn more about these products and other selections of the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum Gift Store, you can visit us at www.
wisvetsmuseum.com. You can also contact the Gift Store Manager 
by phone at 608-261-0535, or by email at giftshopmanager@dva.
state.wi.us.

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum accepts all major forms of pay-
ment, including cash (US funds only), check, Visa, MasterCard and 
american Express. Checks should be made out to the ‘Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum’ and include a valid Driver’s License Number and 
phone number. all items purchased in the State of Wisconsin are 
subject to state sales tax, and all items purchased out of state are 
tax exempt.

all inquiries will be answered within 24 hours. Orders will be 
processed on the same date as received, and depending on item 
supply, will be sent same day as well via USPS for an additional 
$4.00 shipping for first item and $1.00 for each additional item. 

In partnership with W. britain, the 
world’s largest and oldest manu-
facturer of military miniatures, the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum recently 
unveiled a new line of miniatures rep-
resenting the Iron brigade.  Standing 
at the ready, this Color bearer carries 
the american flag and deserves to 
be a centerpiece of any diorama or 
display.

W. BRiTaiN iRON BRigade flag BeaReR- 
$40.00

Featuring the Sesquicentennial 
logo of the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum, this T-Shirt is avail-
able in black with white trim 
and white with blue trim.  

Wvm SeSqUiceNTeNNial T SHiRT- 
$17.25

SizeS Sm. - 2xl

Jen In Guatamala with her friend, Hermoso.

5WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

STAFF IN THE SPOTLIGHT

gReg laWSON
STORE MaNaGER



From Paper to Iron: Wisconsin 
Joins the Civil War, 1861-62 
is  the first in a series of new 
exhibits highlighting Wisconsin’s 
role in the Civil War. 

NEW EXHIbIT aT THE WISCONSIN VETERaN’S MUSEUM

FROM PaPER TO IRON

   
From the outset of the Civil War, 
Wisconsin remained steadfast in its 
support to preserve the Union. When 
Governor Alexander Randall’s call to 
arms went out in April 1861, twenty 
of the state’s existing militia com-
panies – nearly 2,000 men – volun-
teered for service. Another sixteen 
companies quickly formed from 
across the state, all joining up for a 
three-year stint. 

   As the men mustered and trained 
in places like Madison, Milwau-
kee, Kenosha, Fond du Lac, and La 
Crosse, their wives, mothers, and 
sisters busied themselves making 
flags, gathering supplies and creat-
ing a support system that would last 
for the duration of the war. When 
Wisconsin’s fighting men left for the 
front, many thought this would be a 
short war, perhaps over in a matter 
of months. Little did they know that 
it would drag on for four long years, 
cost tens of thousands of lives, and 
forever change the history of our 
state and nation.

   From Paper to Iron: Wisconsin Joins 
the Civil War, 1861-62 is the first in 
a series of new exhibits highlight-
ing Wisconsin’s role in the Civil War. 

Captain Wilson Colwell Co b, 2nd Wisconsin Infantry, Iron brigade.
Colwell died at the battle of South Mountain in September 1862 
where the brigade earned their famous nickname.

Governor Alexander Randall served as Wisconsin’s first 
wartime executive in 1861. Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM6

COVER STORY - FROM PAPER TO IRON

Jeff KOllaTH
CURaTOR OF PROGRaMS 
aND EXHIbITIONS
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WaNT TO HeaR mORe? 
From Paper to Iron: Wisconsin Joins 
the Civil War, 1861-62 opens to the 
public on July 2, 2011 and will run 
through September 30, 2012.  

Three-pound archer bolt fired into the lines of the 2nd           
Wisconsin Infantry by the CSA’s venerable Washington Artillery. 

Blackburn’s Ford, Virginia in the aftermath of the Battle of 
First Bull Run, summer 1861. Library of Congress.

Unidentified Bugler wearing Wisconsin early war five 
button sack coat. Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

 

While the Museum’s permanent 
exhibits give a general overview 
of the conflict, From Paper to Iron 
discusses the stories of individual 
soldiers and regiments. Throughout 
the exhibit development, we have 
placed significant emphasis on the 
idea of “what makes a good soldier?” 
Visitors will see this born out in the 
gallery, as the exhibit is organized 
around concepts such as stamina, 
perseverance, brotherhood, leader-
ship, pride, and sacrifice. These 
attributes, among others, are all 
features of what made Wisconsin 
soldiers some of the best in the 
Union army. Although arms and 
equipment were critical to the war 
effort, it was the individual soldier 
and his indomitable spirit that al-
lowed him to fight continually, face 
great danger and deal with the loss 
of beloved comrades. It was the com-
mon soldier’s spirit and determina-
tion that ultimately led to battlefield 
success. 

   The war effort began at the top 
through the leadership of Governor 
Randall, whose steadfast support for 
the Union remained constant dur-
ing his last year in office. Randall’s 
Unionist stance manifested itself in 
his speeches to the Legislature, at 
one point proclaiming  “Wisconsin 
is loyal, and her people steadfast. 
She will not destroy the Union, nor 
consent that it be done.” Later, he 
likened the secession of the South-
ern states to treason. When Randall 
issued his proclamation of war in 
April 1861 – the “paper” that be-
gins the exhibit’s story – the men of 
Wisconsin eagerly volunteered for 
service. As 1861 wound down, and 
the war began to take a toll on the 

state, Randall visited troops in the 
field, heading to Virginia to review 
his boys on Thanksgiving. He set the 
tone for other wartime governors, 
and served as an inspiration to the 
officer corps that led the state’s young 

Infantry Regiments secured a place 
among the annals of the Union’s most 
famous fighting units. Their pres-
ence and fearless actions at the most 
notable battles of the war, from First 
Bull Run to Antietam, helped forge 
them into the fighting force that stood 
up to Lee’s Army throughout much of 
1862 and early 1863. The new exhibit 
features pieces that have never been 
displayed, including the gray uniform 
jacket and canteen of Corporal John 
Luke, Co. I, 6th Wisconsin Infantry 
Regiment, who left the Army because 
of illness in December 1861, and a 
rare, private purchase Iron Brigade 
identification tag that belonged to 
Corporal Christian Amman, Co. C, 
6th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. 
The exhibit also features the debut 
of a three-pound rifled shell fired 
into the lines of the 2nd Wisconsin 
Infantry Regiment at Blackburn’s 
Ford, Virginia in July 1861. It is a 
great story, you will have to visit the 
exhibit and discover the story for 
yourself!

men into the field. Leadership was 
a critical trait passed down through 
ranks, helping the state produce 
some of the best officers in the Union 
Army, and giving Wisconsin troops 
a well-deserved reputation as fierce 
and competent fighters.

   The “iron” that completes the story 
of Wisconsin in the war from 1861 to 
1862, of course, refers to the vener-
able Iron Brigade of the West, which 
got its name after the Battle of South 
Mountain in 1862. For good reason, 
the 2nd, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin 

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM 7
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SAVE THE DATE:  MONDAY, JULY 11, 2011
WISCONSIN VETERaNS MUSEUM FOUNDaTION

GOLF OUTING
AT THE OAKS GOLF COURSE IN COTTAGE GROVE

The Seventh annual Wisconsin Veterans Museum golf outing 
is scheduled for Monday, July 11, 2011. Join us and enjoy the 
beautiful course at The Oaks Golf Course in Cottage Grove, 
as well as prizes for several contests.

Schedule of eventS 

9:30-10:45 am - RegiSTRaTiON, PRacTice, aNd BOx lUNcH

10:45-11:00 am - OPeNiNg ceRemONY; RUleS

11:00 am - Tee Time!

3:45-4:15 Pm - PUTTiNg cONTeST

4:15-5:30 Pm -diNNeR; aWaRdS PReSeNTaTiON, PRize dRaWiNg

fiNal eveNT -Ball TOSS

ticket information/QueStionS?
The fee for individual golfers is $125.00. Foursomes with 
at least 3 first-time golfers to this event, can golf for $100 
dollars each. Price includes green fees, cart with GPS, range 
balls, lunch, dinner, and tee gifts. 
Purchase your tickets online at www.wvmfoundation.com,  
or contact Jennifer Carlson at 608.264.6086 or email  
jennifer.carlson@dva.state.wi.us.

100% of the proceeds support the development of educational 
programs and exhibits at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

sponsored by: Capital City Harley Davidson, Hausmann Johnson        
Insurance, Ted Duckworth, Lee & Dar Schuff, Oshkosh Corportation, 
Spacesaver Corporation, General Casualty, News Talk 1310, WIba and 
WPS.

story hour In the CIvIl war Gallery
WedNeSdaY, JUNe 23 - 10:00 - 11:00 am 
ageS 5 - 10 (gRadeS K-5)
Come hear stories about the Civil War read to you by the WVM 
librarian.

letters from the front: CIvIl war museum theatre
DIRECTED BY JOHN SABLE
Join us in the gallery of our new Civil War exhibit, From Paper to Iron, as 
we present the stories of two Wisconsin Soliders through the dramatic 
reading of letters and diary entries by local actors and actresses. The let-
ters of Civil War soldiers remain as an incredible reminder of the tragedy 
and triumph of the war and excellent source for learning the true story 
of the war. These letters highlight interpersonal relationships between 
soliders and their sweethearts, the righteousness of the war effort, the 
bravery of Wisconsin’s fighting men, and the fear of not returning home to 
their loved ones.  
WedNeSdaY, JUlY 13, 2011 – NOON
The letters of Pvt. John Corey, Co. A, 21st Wisconsin Infantry    
Regiment
SaTURdaY, JUlY 23 - 10 am aNd NOON
The letters of Pvt. John Corey, Co. A, 21st Wisconsin Infantry    
Regiment
SaTURdaY, JUlY 23 - 11 am aNd 1 Pm; 
The letters of 1st Lt. George Haw, Co. B, 33rd Wisconsin Infantry 
Regiment
WedNeSdaY, JUlY 27 - NOON
The letters of 1st Lt. George Haw, Co. B, 33rd Wisconsin Infantry 
Regiment

the CIvIl war Comes alIve
WedNeSdaY, JUlY 13 - 10:30 am - 1:00 Pm
Costumed re-enactors 
give you a “personal” 
account of the war 
along with opportunites 
for kids to take part in 
crafts and interactive 
games.

eaGles on the 
square
SaTURdaY, JUlY 23 - 10:00 
am- 1:00 Pm
Learn more about Wis-
consin’s Civil War eagle 
mascot “Old Abe” as 
well as meet a live bald 
eagle visiting from the 
National Eagle Center.

story hour In the 
CIvIl war Gallery
THURSdaY, aUgUST 4 - 10:00 - 11:00 am 
ageS 5 - 10 (gRadeS K-5)
Come hear stories of bravery read to you by the WVM librarian.

aT THE WISCONSIN VETERaNS MUSEUM
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What do 13 stars say to you?  
Perhaps you think of Betsy Ross, 
our nation’s independence and early 
patriotism.  United States flags with 
13 stars first appeared 
in 1777, a year after the 
founding of our country.  
The celebration of the 
Centennial in 1876 and 
the Bicentennial in 1976 
also produced many 13 
star flags.  

The collecting mission 
of the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum does not include 
the Revolutionary War, so 
museum staff were par-
ticularly intrigued by a 13 
star flag which had been 
added to the collection 
several decades ago.  Judging by the 
flag’s construction, it is clear that it 
wasn’t made during the 18th cen-
tury.  Is it simply a patriotic souvenir 
from the late 1800s?  Or could it be 
something more?

   On June 29, 2010 Lynne Wolfe will mark her 
last day at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. 
a veteran of more than forty years in state 
service, Lynne leaves behind an unsurpassed 
history of work. The daughter of an 8th air 
Force, b-17 waist-gunner, Lynne has always 
held a strong affinity for veterans, and it 
seemed natural that she should find herself in a 

FROM THE COLLECTIONS

HISTORY MYSTERY 
13 STaRS IN THE CIVIL WaR

A bit of research revealed that, 
although 13 star flags were indeed 
common as patriotic mementos, 
they were also in active military use 

during the Civil War.  Most military 
flags in the Civil War bore 34 or 
35 stars, representing the number 
of states in the Union.  But 13 star 
flags were used by the United States 
Navy as small craft, or “boat” flags.  

The smaller number of stars served 
a practical purpose, allowing for 
easier identification of the flag on 
the water.  The first use of 13 star 

boat flags dates to 1862.  
Similar styles like this 
one continued to be used 
until 1916, showing only 
minor modifications in 
manufacture or star con-
figuration.  

This flag came to our 
recent attention again 
through a request from 
Wisconsin Governor Scott 
Walker, who wished to 
exhibit Wisconsin Vet-
erans Museum objects 
at the Executive Resi-
dence.  This unique flag, 

nowcarefully framed, is currently 
displayed prominently in the study 
of the Governor’s Mansion.

job dedicated to honoring 
veterans. Her career started in august 1970, 
when she took a position as the clerk in the 
G. a. R. Memorial Hall, (the precursor to the 
WVM). Her first supervisor was Ed Westcott, a 
Spanish american War veteran, and at the time 
the oldest state employee. Westcott eventually 
passed on, but Lynne remained a dedicated 
state employee, climbing the ranks from $1.70 
per hour clerk to loftier management positions, 
and finally assistant Director in 1997. along the 
way, Lynne worked in virtually every museum 
capacity, from collections manager to store 
manager. 

   Her greatest accomplishment, however, 
began in the late 1980s when she started work 
with former director, Dr. Richard H. Zeitlin, on 
a project that would ultimately result in a new 
facility for the G. a. R. Memorial Hall collection. 
With strong support from WDVa Secretar-
ies John Maurer, and Raymond boland, the 
indomitable team of Zeitlin and Wolfe worked 
tirelessly to bring the vision of a new Veterans 
Museum to reality. In 1993, your Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum opened its doors to rave 

professional reviews and the praise of veterans 
and citizens throughout the state. Wolfe, 
however, refused to rest upon the laurels of vic-
tory. Over the next eighteen years she worked 
with unsurpassed dedication to ensure the 
Museum’s operational success. 

   along with curator bill brewster’s departure 
earlier this year, Wolfe’s retirement represents 
a passing of an era at the Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum. We are confident, however, that after 
growing tired of several months on the beaches 
of Tahiti she will consider a volunteer position 
at the WVM. Until then, we wish her “Fair 
Winds and Following Seas.”

HaIL aND FaREWELL
by Michael Telzrow, Director
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A Korean War Marine Corps veteran, Brewster brings a 
unique blend of humor, knowledge, and enthusiasm to 
his tours. Armed with a strong voice, and personality 
to match, Brewster ensures that students and teachers 
won’t forget their time at WVM.

   Katie Chapman, doctoral candidate at UW-Madison, 
was acknowledged for her work in the archives unit. 
Fluent in German, she translated the substantial war-
time correspondence, diaries, and log books of World 
War I pilot Robert Niemann into English. Chapman’s 
next challenge will be transcribing Civil War letters.

    WVM extends our sincere gratitude to Berry, Brew-
ster, Chapman, and all the wonderful volunteers who 
help us fulfill our mission to commemorate, acknowl-
edge, and affirm the role of Wisconsin’s veterans in 
shaping our nation’s history.

   Wisconsin Veterans Museum staff honored three ex-
ceptional individuals at the annual Volunteer Recogni-
tion Dinner in April: Rick Berry, Tony Brewster, and Ka-
tie Chapman. WVM relies on more than 100 volunteers, 
interns, and work-study students to help with many 
projects including updating archival databases, con-
ducting oral history interviews with veterans, catalog-
ing, and giving tours to thousands of visitors each year. 
While all of these people go above and beyond in their 
support of the museum, Berry, Brewster, and Chapman 
were selected by WVM staff for special recognition.

   Rick Berry was honored for his work performed in the 
object collections department.  A former helicopter pilot 
in Vietnam, Berry’s first hand knowledge of the era’s 
material culture provides a unique additional resource 
to the collections department. In addition to his work in 
collections, Rick leads gallery tours and conducts oral 
history interviews with fellow Vietnam veterans. 

   Tony Brewster, affectionately known to many staffers 
as Uncle Tony, was recognized for his work as a docent. 

Jennifer Kaye and Tony Brewster 

   WVM acquired an extensive collection of significant material 
related to Fritz Wolf, of Madison, from his son Rick Wolf. Fritz flew 
with Claire Chennault’s Flying Tigers and was a Flight Leader with 
the First Squadron. Wolf grew up in Shawano and joined the Navy 
in 1939; completing flight training in 1940. Initially assigned to the 
USS Saratoga as a Dive bomber pilot, he resigned in 1941 to join 
the 1st american Volunteer Group, Chinese air Force. On his first 
mission near Kumming, China, in December 1941, Wolf shot down 
two Mitsubishi bombers. Four months later, he shot down two 
fighters near Loiwing. by the time the aVG was disbanded in July 
1942, Wolf had logged 220 hours of combat flying over burma and 
China. 

   Wolf returned to the US Navy and was assigned as fighter pilot 
instructor at Jacksonville Naval air Station, Florida. In January 
1945 he was assigned to the USS Hornet where he flew Grumman 
F6F Hellcats. While serving as squadron leader of VbF-3 aboard the 
USS Yorktown, he achieved ace status after shooting down his fifth 
Japanese aircraft. Wolf left the Navy in 1946 and worked with the 
Wisconsin State aeronautical Commission until 1981. In 2006, Gov-
ernor Jim Doyle renamed the State aviation Facility at Dane County 
Regional airport, the Fritz Wolf aviation Center. Wolf died in 1997. 

VOLUNTEERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

RICK bERRY, TONY bREWSTER, KaTIE CHaPMaN
by Jennifer Kaye

FLYING TIGER DONaTION
by Michael Telzrow, Director
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