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FROM THE DIRECTOR

In 2011, the Museum added a
multi-touch table that allows visitors
to access archival material in an
exhibit setting. The results have
been largely positive but we have
learned a few things along the way.
First and foremost, we learned that
actual objects still retain an inherent
power to inspire and engage the
visitor. No digital recreation can
ever compete with the real thing,
and that’s encouraging. Second, we
learned that younger visitors can

FROM THE DIRECTOR

WHOSE REALITY IS IT?
Today everyone, it seems,
is obsessed with the latest in
communication technology. Smart
phones and other mobile devices are
required for anyone born after the
Clinton administration and they are
becoming increasingly important
for older generations, too. In today’s
rapidly changing communications
environment, museums are likewise
challenged to remain on the cutting
edge. Often it seems a losing battle
and one that leaves museum
professionals feeling like they are
always one step behind the curve.
Just when you think you have added
the latest piece in the technological
puzzle you find out that there
is something else out there that
trumps your newest toy. Despite the
rapidity at which things change,
museums cannot remain locked into
old methods of communication that
are seen as antiquated by emerging
audiences. The trick is to balance
new forms with old to meet the
needs of a diverse multi-generational
audience.

and will disable electronic devices,
and that in some cases simple
manipulation supersedes the desire
to learn. Finally, we learned that
the content of the device dictates the
level of true intellectual engagement.
It’s simply not enough to rely on the
functionality of the device. Content
remains supreme.
Armed with that information,
the Museum remains committed
to moving forward with strategies
that will help bring to life some
of our exhibits through the use of
developing technologies. Following
on the heels of our multi-touch table
is a project that will incorporate
augmented reality into our World
War I exhibit. Augmented reality
is a specialized technology which
allows museum visitors to use iPads
or smart phones to interact with
museum exhibits. It offers a way for
us to modify our existing exhibits
without having to undergo costly
construction modifications. The
first exhibit to use AR will be the

WWI trench scene. The entire AR
experience is triggered by a single
image target. It may be an actual
object or other symbol. Engaging
an iPad with an object, let’s say a
Browning Automatic Rifle, may
create a video experience that will
show how the weapon was fired, or
show it in its proper context using
historic film. Historical facts and
interactive elements become a part
of the object, but only on the iPad
screen – essentially augmenting
your reality. Three-dimensional
recreation of an actual trench will
provide visitors with a better sense
of what it was like to fight “eye-deep
in hell.” Incorporating actual images
and stories of Wisconsin soldiers
will add the personal experience that
our visitors have come to demand.
Finally, thank you to all who
have renewed your memberships
this year. Membership plays the
key role in the support of the
Museum and is the common first
step toward self-generating income
for our institution. Your continued
support means that together we can
ensure that the Wisconsin Veterans
Museum remains a vital part of the
nation’s cultural landscape.
As always, thanks for your
support!

WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM SPECIAL PROJECTS
Your membership supports the mission of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. In 2012, we have a number of special projects you may
also be interested in giving to:

ACQUISTIONS

2013 CIVIL WAR EXHIBIT

AUGMENTED REALITY

• Help WVM acquire significant
objects and archival materials.

• Support the final exhibit
installment of the Museum’s
150 th Anniversary of the Civil
War.

• Give to the Museum’s newest interactive technology - Augmented Reality.
AR provides visitors with multiple
ways to interact with current exhibits
using their smartphones or iPads.

REMEMBER, YOUR GIFT MAKES YOUR MUSEUM STRONGER!
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WVM Mss 17

TUG OF WAR
An Army Olympian, Carleton L. Brosius (Read more on next page)
WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

RUSS HORTON
REFERENCE ARCHIVIST

THE ARMY OLYMPIAN
CARLETON L. BROSIUS

This summer many of us will watch the 2012 Olympic
Games in London. Wisconsin has a long and proud
Olympic tradition—one that is often associated with
the Winter Games. Athletes from the Badger State like
Bonnie Blair, Eric Heiden, Dan Jansen, Mark Johnson,
and others gained fame in speed skating and ice hockey.
But ninety-two years ago, four years before the first
Winter Olympics, a Wisconsin native participated in the
Games of the VII Olympiad in Antwerp, Belgium while
serving as an active duty officer in the United States
Army.
Carleton L. Brosius, a Milwaukee native, earned a
sterling reputation as a physical trainer in the Army in
the early twentieth century. His father, George, was a
Civil War veteran and a celebrated gymnast who had

Carleton L. Brosius’s official olympic participant tag. (WVM Mss 17)

fighting. The Olympic Games, originally granted to
Budapest, Hungary, were moved to Antwerp, Belgium
largely to reward the people of Belgium for their
suffering during the war. Opening on April 20, 1920, the
games ran until September 12 of the same year – nearly
5 months! The Games of the VII Olympiad were recordsetting in several ways. It was the first Olympics to fly
the five-ringed Olympic Flag, the first where competitors
took the Olympic Oath, and the first to release doves as
a sign of peace.
The United States decided to use military personnel
for some of its Olympic team, and Brosius was selected
as captain of the tug of war team and an alternate
on the fencing team. In July 1920, he accompanied
hundreds of other soldiers and sailors to Europe aboard
the USS Princess Matoika. Stopping in Germany to visit
friends among the American occupation troops, Brosius
reached Antwerp and participated in the tug of war
competition (as pictured on page 3) on August 17 and
18—the American team did not place. An alternate in
fencing, he was not called upon to compete.

Carleton L. Brosius (WVM Mss 17)

taught thousands at the Turner Hall in Milwaukee, and
the son followed in his footsteps both as a veteran and
athlete. Carleton joined the Wisconsin National Guard in
1896. He served in the Spanish-American War and along
the Mexican Border before accepting a commission in
the Regular Army in 1917. He remained stateside during
World War I, traveling between encampments to set up
training regimens for soldiers. In 1918, Captain Brosius
oversaw the physical training of nearly 40,000 men in
nineteen Army training camps.

Following the Olympics, Brosius served as the physical
trainer at St. John’s Military Academy in Delafield
before taking over the operation of Brosius Gymnasium
in Milwaukee from his father. In 1936, Brosius became
the adjutant at the Wisconsin Veterans Home in
King, where he lived after retiring following World
War II. WVM holds his military papers and Olympic
scrapbooks, which document the story of a man who
used his love of physical fitness to serve his country
in many different ways. Watch the WVM website and
facebook page this summer for more from Carl Brosius’s
Olympic experience.

NEW FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS

In 1920, on the heels of World War I, Europe began
the process of recovering from four years of destructive
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Visit www.wisvetsmuseum.com/exhibitions/online
to learn more about this collection.
THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

YOUR STORY STARTS HERE

JENNIFER CARLSON
MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

YOUR STORY STARTS HERE
WWW.WISVETSTORIES.COM

On August 23, 1918, First Lieutenant Rodney
Williams, a pilot with the 17th Aero Squadron of the
American Expeditionary Forces, was about to embark
on his last mission. While escorting British bombers,
near Bapaume,
France, Rodney’s
plane was
riddled with
bullets, several
of which pierced
his gas tank.
As he recalled,
“The noise
was deafening.
Bursting flak, the
howl of straining
engines and
struts, the clatter
of machine guns
shooting at 50
yards…”

For more than one hundred years, the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum has been connecting the past to
the present through the stories associated with our
collections. Veterans’ stories help us understand
the nature of
individual service
and sacrifice.

Although his
arm and hip were
wounded, he
plugged the holes
in the gas tank
with his fingers,
nursing the plane
safely back to
base. Rodney
was known for his
hard fighting and
narrow escapes,
so much so that
the squadron
started referring
to close calls
as “a Williams
show.” Williams
was awarded a
Silver Star for his
actions.
This particular
Screenshot of the home page of www.WisVetStories.com.
story is
about survival; one man
overcoming all odds. Stories like these have a powerful
impact and can resonate and create connections,
especially for our military veterans. People relate to
stories. Stories inspire and help us to create meaning in
our lives.

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

Want to hear
more stories like
that of Lieutenant
Williams? Moving
forward, we will
be using the latest
in technology
to highlight
these stories
of Wisconsin’s
veterans. Over
the course of the
next two years
these stories will
be available online
for the world to
access.
WisVetStories.
com shares
up-close and
compelling
accounts of the
service of just a
few of the veterans
from Wisconsin.
Watch the videos,
submit your story,
and share with
your friends and
family. Become a
fan on Facebook.
Help us honor
the legacy of
our Wisconsin
veterans!

Remember, these stories belong to you.

YOUR STORY STARTS HERE!
www.WisVetStories.com
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A VETERAN PRINT PROJECT

MARY KOLAR
FOUNDATION BOARD
MEMBER AND VETERAN

A WOMEN’S VETERAN PRINT PROJECT

NOT AT EASE

Yvette’s rendition of Mary Kolar’s experiences as a woman veteran.

The WVM
tag line of,
“Connecting
the past to the
present, one
story at a time”
is projected
through a unique
format initiated
by the Veterans
Print Project.
The Madison
Museum of
Contemporary
Art (MMoCA)
sponsored the
Gallery Night
opening of
the exhibition
“Not at Ease,”
which was a
culmination of
20 Wisconsin
Women Veterans
telling stories
of their military
experiences to
20 print artists.

Wisconsin Veterans Museum in May 2011. Her bond
with her fellow veterans is as strong as her passion for
art. Yvette is the artist who listened to stories of my 28year U.S. Navy career, and I treasure the resulting print.
More important to me is the uniting effect of the process
and the prints produced.
Through this past year, I have learned more about
Yvette and the other women whose stories are depicted.
I didn’t know any of them while on active duty, but
through our shared experiences we are closer. The
resulting prints are as diverse as the Wisconsin
women veterans represented and enable us to better
communicate with one another and our community.
The women veteran stories and the artist interpretation
enables WVM visitors to learn about the fun, the painful,
and the life changing impact of military service.
From my first and subsequent visits to the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum to view “Not at Ease,” the print I find
most compelling is artist Kris Broderick’s depiction
of Dorrie Carskadon’s story. He used a tree to depict
Dorrie’s strength and flexibility, the strength that likely
saved her life when she was shot by Army Major Nidal
Hasan in 2009 at Fort Hood. Dorrie is as she says,
“better not bitter.” She has healed and she helps heal
other veterans. Kris Broderick’s print is as strong as
Dorrie. Dorrie and her sister veterans, the artists and
the community are strengthened by the Veterans Print
Project exhibit “Not at Ease”.
The prints are more than art. They are a means of
communicating often unstated feelings of everything on
a spectrum between pain and pride. Twenty Wisconsin
women veterans, 20 artists, and the community that
includes WVM guests who see these prints will know a
little bit more about what it is like and how it feels to be
a veteran.

U.S. Army veteran Yvette Pino initiated this latest
collaboration between veterans and artists. With her
perseverance and leadership skills enhanced during
two tours in Iraq, Yvette has created a community
involvement project. Veterans share their stories that
are then transformed by a local artist into a fine art print.
As Yvette says, “The strength in this project is not only
the resulting artwork, but the dialogue created between
these two divergent groups. Members of the community
welcome the opportunity to share veterans’ stories
and the Veteran Print Project believes in the unique
capabilities of artists to communicate history visually.”
The U.S. military is only 1% of our American population,
and women make up less than 10% of that one percent.
It is easy for our contributions and the sacrifices made
while serving our country to be overlooked. Through “Not
at Ease,” Yvette connected women of a new generation of
veterans with artists who listened, interpreted and then
created a visual image of these personal histories.
The first time I met Yvette was after seeing her speak
about the first Veterans Print Project exhibited at the
6

Pictured from left to right: Yvette Pino and Mary Kolar

Pictured from left to
right: Yvette Pino

Want to see Not At Ease?
Visit the Wisconsin Veterans Museum by June 30, 2012 at
30 West Mifflin Street in Madison, Wisconsin or visit
veteranprintproject.com.
THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

OPERATION GREATEST
GENERATION
KING CEMETERY
TOUR

JENNIFER KOLLATH
CURATOR OF EDUCATION

KING TALKING SPIRITS CEMETERY TOUR

BRINGING HISTORY ALIVE
On May 18, Waupaca area
students and veterans enjoyed
the Central Wisconsin Veterans
Memorial Cemetery Tour in King,
Wisconsin. WVM staff researched
the cemetery’s history and selected
four compelling stories to highlight.
Playwright John Sable used the
research to create gripping vignettes
that four talented actors brought to
life.
The veterans highlighted in the
cemetery tour include:
•Charles King, while not buried in
the cemetery, lends his name to the
town. King remains the longest
active duty service member in the
armed services at seventy years. His
career spanned from the Civil War
to World War I and he is commonly
known as the father of the Wisconsin
National Guard.
•Moses Ladd was a member of the
Menominee nation and enlisted
in the Civil War with the 21st

Wisconsin. He served as a scout for
Sherman during his March to the
Sea. Years after the war, Ladd was
sent to Washington, DC to represent
the Menominee’s land and timber
interests.

becoming a beloved figure among
the veterans. When he was killed
by a hit and run driver in 1949, the
commandant made the decision to
bury Brownie in the cemetery with
full honors.

•Theodore Goldin was awarded
the Medal of Honor under a cloud
of controversy for his actions at
the Battle of Little Bighorn. Goldin
claimed to have delivered a message
from General Custer to Major Reno
and then, under heavy fire went
for water to bring to the wounded
soldiers.

More than two hundred fourth
grade students from the Waupaca
Learning Center ventured through
the cemetery grounds in the morning,
watching the actors dressed in period
costume perform the vignettes.
Afterward, museum staff ran
learning activities with the students,
including a Civil War marching
drill, a code breaking game, an oral
history exercise, and gravestone
rubbings. In the afternoon, residents
of the Wisconsin Veterans Home
at King were treated to the actors’
performances in the cemetery’s
pavilion. Perfect spring weather
combined with a beautiful cemetery
provided a great setting for learning
more about Wisconsin veterans
history.

•Oren Kendley was the owner of
Brownie, the only animal buried in
the cemetery. A German Shepherd,
Brownie served in the K-9 corps
during World War II as a guard dog
in the Pacific Theater. He lost an
eye while under fire and returned to
the Kendley family in 1944 with an
honorable discharge. He spent his
days visiting residents of the home
and marching in veterans parades,

Interested in the Talking Spirits Tour?
Join us for the next Talking Spirits XIV
Cemetery Tour in Madison, Wisconsin!
School Tours - October 9 - 12, 2012
9 AM - 3 PM (tours leave every 15 minutes)
Public Tours - October 14, 2012
12 PM - 4 PM (tours leave every 15 minutes)
Location: Forest Hill Cemetery
1 Speedway Road
Madison, WI

Actor Aaron Birdbear portraying Moses Ladd, a member of the Menominee Nation who enlisted in the Civil War.

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM
WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

For more information, visit
www.wisvetsmuseum.com/events
or call (608)264-7663.
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COVER STORY - BROTHERS IN ARMS

MICHAEL TELZROW
DIRECTOR

BROTHERS IN ARMS

Jackson Thompson, the eldest of
the brothers, was born in 1835 in
New York and was listed as a farmer
when he enlisted for service with the
7th Wisconsin Light Artillery Battery
in September 1861. He was captured
at the Battle of Parker’s Crossroads
but was later paroled and served
out his time with the 7th Battery
until mustering out in July of 1865.
His wartime service is chronicled in
forty-eight letters written between
Jackson and his future wife, Sarah
Throne. This recent collection’s
acquisition by the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum not only provides
an in-depth study of life in a western
theater artillery battery, but also
provides an intimate look into the
relationship of two lovers separated
by war and distance. Furloughs
were rare and their relationship
was nurtured primarily through the
mail. “Please write soon and often,
for it seems a good while since I have
heard from you,” wrote a lovesick
Sarah at Christmas in 1864. “Good
night, write soon and often and I will
do the same. Remember me as I do
thee.” Jackson sometimes resorted
to poetry to keep his intended bride
aware of his interest:
“If I had wings like some
little swallow,
Or like unto some turtle dove,
I would fly to thee,
The one I love.
From J. T. To S. T.

Jackson Thompson (WVM Mss 1553)

THE STORY OF THE THOMPSON BROTHERS
“WE FEW, WE HAPPY FEW, WE BAND OF BROTHERS...”
The Civil War has often been
referred to as a war in which
brother fought against brother. It is
a nice literary device that provides
the perfect allegory for a sectional
war. It also happens to be largely a
romantic notion. Whilst there are
certainly cases of families divided
by the war, the truth is that there
were far more instances of brothers
united in one cause or the other.
Such was the case for one Wisconsin
family that sent four brothers to
fight for the Union.
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Like many of Wisconsin’s
residents at the time of the Civil
War, the Thompson family was
a relative newcomer to the state.
Stephen Thompson was from
Connecticut and his wife Patience
hailed from New York. Sometime
before 1850 they relocated to
Wisconsin. By 1850 they had
eight children, including brothers
Jackson, Elisha, Alfred and
William. All four would serve with
Wisconsin units during the war.

Thompson’s letters also provide
some combat action accounts,
including an encounter in August
1864 in which Jackson narrowly
escaped death when his camp was
overwhelmed by Rebels in the early
morning hours. “I don’t like to say
I ran. But I did run, with nothing
on but my drawers and shirt and
the Rebs right tight after me and
hollering ‘Halt you Yankee son of a
b...,’ and firing at me every jump.”
Thompson took refuge in a ravine
and survived the short skirmish,
but several of his battery mates
were not so lucky. “After the battle
was over,” he wrote, “I went looking
over the field to see who of our
boys was killed and wounded. We
found that there had been four of
our boys killed and eight wounded;
one mortally. He says he was shot
after he surrendered to them. He
was shot twice through the breast.
THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

COVER STORY - BROTHERS IN ARMS

He is still alive, but there is no hope
of recovery.” After the war, Jackson
Thompson returned to Rubicon
and married his beloved Sarah and
they eventually settled in Seymour,
Wisconsin. He died in 1900.
Alfred Thompson was born in
1840, in Pennsylvania. In 1861, he
enlisted in Company I of the 6th
Wisconsin Infantry Regiment of

Although there is no surviving
correspondence between the two
brothers, Jackson mentions in one
letter to Sarah that his brother
Alfred has seen many “tough fights.”
The uncertainty must have been
very difficult for Jackson but he
was aware of the dangers, and in at
least one letter he writes matter-offactly that he has learned that Alfred
was recently killed and that he lay
on the field of battle for three days
before being buried. “I do hope it
will all prove to be false,” he wrote.
“Strange to hear that he was killed
or wounded, for they are doing
some hard fighting down there and
somebody is bound to be killed. It is
just as apt to be him as anyone.”

William Thompson, the youngest
of the brothers, was born in 1847
and enlisted in Company I, 35th
Wisconsin Infantry in 1864. (check
on this) After the war, William

Elisha Thompson, just one year
younger than Alfred, was born in
New York in 1839. Like his older
brother Jackson, he enlisted in the
7th Light Artillery. He was also
captured at Parker’s Crossroads
in December 1862, and later
paroled. He served out the rest of
his enlistment with his brother,
mustering out in July 1865.
William Thompson (WVM Mss 1553)

married Sarah Shane. The couple
would later divorce, and William
would eventually settle in New
Lisbon, Wisconsin.

Alfred Thompson (WVM Mss 1553)

the famed Iron Brigade. Of the four
brothers, Alfred would see the most
action. “Alf” as he was known by his
comrades in the 6th, was wounded
at Gettysburg in that ferocious
assault against Mississippians
in the unfinished railroad. He
recovered from his wounds and
later rejoined his regiment only to
be taken prisoner at the Battle of the
Wilderness in 1864. Alf Thompson
later died of disease in a prisoner
of war camp in Charleston, South
Carolina – one of the many late war
victims of Southern captivity as a
result of the North’s abandonment of
the parole system.

Elisha Thompson (WVM Mss 1553)

SHARE YOUR STORY!

The Thompson brothers of
Wisconsin served their state and
country without hesitation. They
made sacrifices typical of soldiers
and in Alfred’s case he made the
supreme sacrifice. Like many before
and after them, they never thought
that they were making history. They
were simply doing their duty and
like all soldiers they wanted the
war to end. “Sarah, I can’t say that
I am sorry to hear that some of the
Rubicon boys have enlisted,” opined
Jackson. “They ain’t any better to
go than thousands that have gone
before them. Although it seems hard
to strip the country so with men, but
I do hope this thing will be settled
between this and next spring and
that we all can return home to our
peaceful firesides to greet dear
friends and relatives once more.”

Want to share your story or a story about your family history?

Your Story Starts Here
www.wisvetstories.com
WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

Look for the Thompson Brothers video
story at WisVetStories.com!
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

2012 SUMMER EVENTS
ADULT PROGRAMS

WISCONSIN LETTERS PROJECT –
THE LETTERS OF THE PATCHIN FAMILY
SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2012 - 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Produced and Directed by JOHN SABLE
DRAMATIC READING OF CIVIL WAR LETTERS

WEDNESDAY NITE @ THE LAB
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2012 - 7:00 PM
KEVIN HAMPTON, WVM EDUCATION SPECIALIST, AND DANIEL EINSTEIN,
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGER AT UW - MADISON
LECTURE AND DISCUSSION
AT BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTER AUDITORIUM,
435 HENRY MALL, UW CAMPUS

Kevin and Daniel will discuss the history, engineering, and restoration
behind Camp Randall’s GAR Memorial Park including the Memorial Arch
and the Shiloh Cannon.
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF CAMP RANDALL’S MEMORIAL
ARCH
SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2012 - 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
AT GAR MEMORIAL PARK AT CAMP RANDALL

Speakers including
Lance Herdegen,
author and chair of
the Wisconsin Civil
War Sesquicentennial
Commission along with
a performance of the
1st Brigade Band will
commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Camp
Randall Memorial Arch.

Join us for the third installment of the Wisconsin Letters Project, a dramatic reading of Civil War letters from the collections of the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum. This selection features the letters of the Patchin
Family of Wyocena, highlighting the service of Augustus Patchin, an officer with the 10th Wisconsin Infantry captured at Chickamauga and held
captive by the Confederates, and his son, James, who served in the 40th
and 47th Infantry Regiments in the later part of the war. Other voices
include Mrs. Patchin, and a series of siblings, cousins, and friends, who
inform the Patchins about life on the homefront.

A SPECIAL EVENT...
TEE-OFF FOR A GOOD CAUSE!
WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM
GOLF OUTING
SPONSORED BY SPACESAVER CORPORATION
MONDAY, JULY 16, 2012
AT THE OAKS GOLF COURSE IN COTTAGE GROVE

23rd WI Infantry Regiment Papers (WVM Mss 363)

FAMILY EVENTS AND KIDS PROGRAMS
MARCH TO THE BEAT OF YOUR OWN DRUM
SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012 - 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
AT THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

Turn an everyday coffee can into a Civil War style drum while learning about the
important role of the drummer boy.

VICTORY GARDENS!
WEDNESDAY, JULY 25 & WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2012 - 1:30 - 2:30 PM
AT THE MADISON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, 100 NORTH HAMILTON STREET

Learn about the origins of the Victory Garden and what it has come to mean today
through gardening and fun
activities on the rooftop of the
Madison Children’s Museum.

The eighth annual Wisconsin Veterans Museum golf outing, sponsored
by Spacesaver Corporation is currently sold out! Yes...this event is
that popular! Join us for dinner at The Oaks at 5 PM. Tickets are
only $30 and can be purchased at the door. Enjoy great food and
beverages as well as enter our prize drawing, which includes some really
great prizes!
WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP!
We need sponsors and prize drawing donations. If you are
interested, contact Jennifer at (608)264-6086 or
email jennifer.carlson@dva.wisconsin.gov
Visit www.wvmfoundation.com for more information on this
event.

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
Capital City Harley-Davidson, Ted Duckworth, Edgewood College, Gordon Flesch,
Hausmann-Johnson Insurance, Alan Hembel, Homburg Construction, Mary Kolar,
QBE, Royle Printing, Spacesaver Corporation, Lee & Dar Schuff, Wegner CPAs,
Bill Hustad, WPS, and Zimbrick Nissan.

SONGS OF THE CIVIL WAR
SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2012 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
AT THE WISCONSIN VETERANS
MUSEUM

Join us for a performance by Bob
Welch who through his singing
blends the music of the Union and
Confederacy with storytelling and
history.

GENEALOGY FOR KIDS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
AT THE WISCONSIN VETERANS
MUSEUM

Courtesy of the Madison Childrens Museum.

Do you have a veteran in your family?
With the help of our Reference Archivist, kids can find out how they can research
their own family’s military history.
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FROM THE COLLECTIONS

ANDREA HOFFMAN
COLLECTIONS MANAGER

A CHAPTER CLOSES:
THE FINAL TRANSFER OF OBJECTS FROM THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Recently, the Wisconsin Veterans Museum had the
good fortune to become the new caretaker of over
two hundred artifacts transferred from our friends
at the Wisconsin Historical Society. In 1993, the
two institutions signed an agreement that defined
their respective collecting agendas as they relate to
military material. The WVM formalized their focus
on military objects from 1861 to present that relate
primarily to national and international conflicts, as
well as the veterans activities that followed. Conversely,
the Historical Society remains the repository for
military items that pre-date 1861, those that were used
predominantly in state such as by the Wisconsin State
Guard, and pieces associated with home front activities
and civilian organizations like the Red Cross.
The agreement resulted in the transfer of several
thousands of artifacts from the Historical Society to
WVM over the years, with the 2012 initiative bringing
the project to a close. The most recent transfer includes
a wide array of interesting artifacts from the midnineteenth through the mid-twentieth centuries. The
Civil War pieces in particular have added greatly to our
museum’s strength in this area. Their arrival is also
well-timed in advance of our next exhibit installation
commemorating the Civil War Sesquicentennial.
One of the highlights of the new collection is a rare
blanket carried by Edward Payson Bridgeman, who
enlisted in August of 1862 with the 37th Massachusetts
Infantry. Bridgeman went on to witness seventeen
battles and engagements with the Army of the Potomac,
but astoundingly, was never injured. This unusual
blanket remained with him for the duration. While
it may have been a state issue blanket, its lack of
conformity to regulation specifications might suggest

Civil War artifacts transferred from the Wisconsin Historical Society. (V2012.1)

it was acquired elsewhere, making it of special
interest to modern-day researchers. While its origins
remain unknown, it was apparently very important
to Bridgeman, who went on to carry it all the way to
Langlade County, Wisconsin during the 1870s where he
became one of the first settlers.
Further additions vary from examples of everyday
wares—such as the well-worn table knife once carried
by Pvt. Jacob Krisler or the pewter beaker used
throughout the war by Dwight S. Allen of the 22nd
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry—to things once common
but now scarce, such as a North Carolina-issued button
taken off the coat of a “Rebel Officer” at the Battle of
Antietam. Other objects help strengthen important
existing collections like that of General Lucius Fairchild,
which now has his field officer’s cap badge added to
the lot. Other historically-valuable accessions include
Horstmann spurs used by Philip M. Horwitz, Major and
Adjutant of the 26th Wisconsin Infantry, and a handforged leg iron brought home by Pvt. James Stinson
of Necedah, Wisconsin, after he spent nine months
imprisoned at Andersonville in 1864.

These are just a few of the compelling new objects
we’re eager to share with our members and visitors.
Stay tuned for more information on our
new 2013 Civil War exhibit.
JOIN US ONLINE!
Visit www.wisvetsmuseum.com and stay connected.
Blanket carried by Edward Payson Bridgeman. (V2012.1.217)

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM
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MUSEUM NEWS

STAFF IN THE SPOTLIGHT

RUSSELL HORTON

FROM THE MUSEUM STORE

SIGNATURE ITEMS
Recently, the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Gift Store purchased
new items to add to its vast gift collection. Here are some cool
signature items to add to your shopping list.
In commemoration of Operation Greatest Generation on
May 4, 2012, the WVM added
this unique T-shirt to the gift
collection. Designed by artist
Tony Cooke, the shirt has
the official logo of Operation
Greatest Generation on a
preshrunk charcoal heather
shirt. Available in sizes from
small to 3XL.
Now only $14.95

If you have ever contacted the museum for assistance
with research or to order a copy of a historical photograph, you might have met the museum’s Reference and
Outreach Archivist, Russell Horton. Russ has a strong
interest in military history and is the son and grandson
of Army veterans. He earned his undergraduate degree
in history from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
master’s degrees in history and library science from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He is also the author
of an award-winning article, “Unwanted in a White Man’s
War: the Civil War Service of the Green Bay Tribes.” Russ
started at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in 2001 as
a graduate student and has worked in several different
areas including processing manuscripts and cataloging
objects. He was appointed as the Reference and Outreach
Archivist in 2008.
Russ brings a variety of strengths to his position and
assists researchers ranging from genealogists to professional historians to learn about the stories and sacrifices
of Wisconsin veterans. He is a skilled public presenter
and has represented the museum at numerous civic group
meetings, schools and conferences in the region. One of
his most memorable experiences with the museum was his
trip with the Badger Honor Flight in 2011. Russ is a native
of Oshkosh, Wisconsin and currently lives with his wife
and two children in Stoughton. The museum is fortunate
to have such a dedicated, professional and knowledgeable
archivist on staff. The next time you visit the museum,
stop by the third floor Research Center to explore the collection and ask Russ your research questions.

HAVE A REFERENCE QUESTION?
Contact Russ at 608.267.1790 or
email russell.horton@dva.wisconsin.gov
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The Operation Greatest
Generation pin, presenting the
white star on a background of
red, white and blue, is a great
way to show appreciation for
the servicemen and women of
World War II.
Now only $2.50

GREG LAWSON
STORE MANAGER

To learn more about these products and other selections, start
shopping at www.wisvetsmuseum.com.
The Wisconsin Veterans Museum accepts all major forms of payment, including cash (U.S. currency only), check, Visa, Mastercard
and American Express. Checks should be made payable to the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum and include a valid Driver’s License
Number and phone number. All items purchased in the State of
Wisconsin are subject to sales tax.
All inquiries will be answered within 24 hours. Orders will be
processed on the same date as received, and depending on item
supply will be sent same day via USPS for an additional $4.00 shipping for first item and $1.00 for each additional item.

QUESTIONS?
Call 608.261.0535 or email giftshop.manager@dva.wisconsin.gov
THE WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

FROM THE COLLECTIONS

CONNECTING THE PAST TO THE PRESENT, ONE STORY AT A TIME

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS

MEMORIES OF
KHE SAHN

Boots and helmet from the Ray Stubbe Collection at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. (V2006.12)

THE OTHER BIRD
The 8th Wisconsin wasn’t the only regiment with
a feathered friend. Elements of the 30th Wisconsin
adopted this fine looking rooster as their mascot. It was
photographed in November 1864, as it passed through
St. Joseph, Missouri with a detachment that included
Company D, under the command of Lt. Marshall.

Rev. Ray Stubbe, a Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin native, served as a Navy
chaplain from 1955-61 and from
1963-84. Ray is known far and
wide for his service with 1st BN,
26th Marine Regiment during the
siege of Khe Sanh, (January-March
1968). After the war, he founded
the Khe Sanh Vietnam Veterans
Association and became a leading
researcher on the siege. The
Wisconsin Veterans Museum holds
156 objects donated by Ray, as well
as an extensive archival collection
compiled by Stubbe. WVM has
carefully maintained Ray’s combat
boots which still retain the iconic
reddish soil from Khe Sanh. His
M-1 helmet is marked with an
outline of a cross, filled in with
fifteen flechettes inserted through
the helmet cover.

THE BLACK BOX
Another Confederate piece from the collection of the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum - Enfield-pattern cartridge
box used by T. B. Thaxton, Co. D. 7th Texas Cavalry.
Thaxton’s Regiment participated in various actions
in Louisiana; reported 6 killed, 35 wounded, and 34
missing at Cox’s Plantation, and 2 wounded at Bayou
Bourbeau.

V1997.1.585

WVM Mss2012.84

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM

WANT TO SEE MORE?
Join us for our seasonal behind-the-scenes member tours at
the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. For more information, call
608.264.6086 or email jennifer.carlson@dva.wisconsin.gov
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FROM THE FOUNDATION

MICHAEL TELZROW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MAKING
YOUR
MUSEUM
STRONGER!
FOUNDATION UPDATE
Moving into a new fiscal year means that the
Foundation pauses for a moment to take a close look
at the Museum’s future fundraising needs. First and
foremost on the needs list is the last of the Civil War
Sesquicentennial exhibits scheduled to open in July
2013. We were unsuccessful in securing state funding
for that initiative, so the Foundation will be tasked
with providing the lion’s share of the assistance. The
concepts and themes of the exhibit have yet to be fully
developed in the absence of a curator, but we expect to
cover Wisconsin’s involvement in what became a total
war that affected civilians and soldiers alike.
In addition to the upcoming Civil War exhibit, the
Foundation will continue to provide support for the
annual Forest Hill Cemetery Tour. One of our most
popular programs, the Cemetery Tour reaches more
than 1,000 students and over 500 members of the
general public.
With the adoption of high tech interactive elements in
our exhibits, the Foundation will also be called upon to
support upgrades and program additions to the multitouch table and future augmented reality initiatives.
Finally, working with Museum staff the Foundation
will begin to lay the groundwork for greater fundraising
mechanisms to prepare for its role in a capital campaign
associated with the new museum complex initiative.
Moving forward, the Foundation will continue to look
at ways to improve its financial footings by enhancing
existing structures.

John and Brendan Wall view the multi-touch table in the Wisconsin Veterans Museum’s
temporary exhibit, Wisconsin Joins the Civil War, 1861-62. This year, the table will receive
some program additions. Thanks to John E. Wall Family and Demco, Inc. for funding this
great addition to our exhibit.

To donate to one of these special projects,
fill out the envelope on page 3 and mail back.
Questions? Call 608.264.6086.

REMEMBERING DONALD E. CRASS
Recently, the WVM received a generous donation from the Crass Family in remembrance of
their father, Donald E. Crass. Donald E. Crass served in the U.S. Army from 1941 – 1945. His wife
Fayme states, “He was pleased to be able to have his World War II experiences documented using
an audio tape recorder from the Wisconsin Veteran’s Museum Oral History Project and a small
hand-held video camera that was borrowed. Donald wanted to participate in the Oral History
Project to tell people what he went through. He said “People who weren’t in combat can read
about it in a book, but the feeling isn’t there.” His video is so powerful because it captures his
expressions and feelings.
The family’s donation will allow the Wisconsin Veterans Museum to purchase equipment needed
to continue the Oral History Program. What a great way to honor Donald’s memory, so that his
story and others will continue to be shared.

THANK YOU CRASS FAMILY FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!
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The Bugle is published quarterly by the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum Foundation
for our members and friends. The Wisconsin
Veterans Museum Foundation provides
funds for the support of artifact acquisition,
exhibit production and the development of
educational programs.

COMMENTS & SUBMISSIONS
We welcome your comments and editorial
submissions concerning The Bugle.
Comments and submissions should be sent
to Jennifer Carlson at
Jennifer.Carlson@dva.wisconsin.gov

JOIN US ONLINE!

WWW.WISVETSMUSEUM.COM
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THANK YOU
Wisconsin Funeral Directors Association!

30 WEST MIFFLIN STREET
MADISON, WI 53703

On May 4, 2012 , the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs and the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum hosted
Operation Greatest Generation at the
National Railroad Museum in Green
Bay. It was a grand day of celebration
and recognition for the Wisconsin men
and women who shaped the course
of history during World War II. Over
1,300 people were in attendance to enjoy
the day, which included train rides,
tours of the Dwight D. Eisenhower “Big
Boy” train, tours of the Museum, music
by the 132nd Band, and authors Hugh
Ambrose and James Megellas (82nd
Airborne WWII veteran). This event
would not have been possible without
the generous donation of over $10,000
from the Wisconsin Funeral Directors
Association. We thank you for your
support and for honoring our veterans!
WVM Director Michael Telzrow accepts donation from Executive Director Scott Peterson from the Wisconsin
Funeral Directors Association.

THANK YOU MEMBERS!
A most sincere thank you to all who purchased a membership in March 2012 to May 2012.
We cannot provide quality programming and award-winning exhibits without your help.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Mary M. Kolar

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Timothy Abbott
Todd I. Berens
Richard & Judy Berry
Robert Blitzke
Tom Borgkvist
Jim Bouillion
James Breitmun
Scott Campbell
Holly J. Duck
Thonas Dunn
Kristen Elegeert
Roger Fetterly
Steve Gordon
Bryan Hembel-Magnum

David Himm
James & Rebecca Kurtz
James & Jane Leverance
Ann S. Mathwig
Connie E. Maxwell
Fred & Ginny McCormick
James L. Nemke
Dale A. Nordeen
Donald & Donna Pagenkopf
Thomas Pipia
Dave Platz
James & Ann Reeve
Jonathan L. Schedler
Gary & Jennifer Schmude
John Schroeder
Walter Stenavich
Michael Telzrow
William & Lorette Wambach
Charles G. Zeisser, Jr.

INDIVIDUAL
MEMBERSHIP

John H. Andrews
James H. Bartelt
Michael K. Benton
Brian Bieniek
Michael Bovre
Sonia Buchanan
William Buerschinger
Elmer Burpo
Edward M. Coff man
Dean J. Collins
Michael D. Culligan
Robert J. Currell
Frank Douglas
Michael Feehan
David T. Flanagan
Phillip J. Grimm

Peter Olson
James R. Parker
Paul Pedersen
Jake Powers
William Raftery, Jr.
Jim Rivest
John F. Rogan
William Robbins
Richard Robinson
Lynn Rusch
Fritz Scharf
J.P. Sorgen
Tony Stencel
Vivian L. Stone
Krzysztof Szymoniak
Thomas J. Tradewell, Sr.
Jeff rey C. Unger
Dale J. Voss
Alice Wagner
Don Wahlin
Vernon Wendt
Susan Williams
Kristine Zickuhr
Richard Zynel

James Hackbarth
Steve Halverson
Thomas J. Helgeson
Russell Horton
Dale F. Hundt
James W Janz
Geraldine Katrichis
Joyce Knutson
Dr. Paul Koch
John F. Kress
Randy Krueger
Luke F. Lamb
Tom Laney
Wesley Licht
Steve Lightbourn
Clarence Ligocki
Anne Lucke
Leigh Luedtke
Gary Mawhinney
Robert J. Mann
Thomas Martinelli
Richard C. McCrory
Terrell L. Morris

KNOW SOMEONE WHO VALUES THE LEGACY OF WISCONSIN’S MILITARY VETERANS?

GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
CALL 608.264.6086 OR JOIN ONLINE AT WWW.WVMFOUNDATION.COM
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The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is an educational
activity of the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs.

