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[00:18:17] 

 

Halaska:  I just want to—you said until someone spilled the beans and made your job—can 

you explain just a little bit what you mean by that? 

 

Johnson:  Yes. It was a secret rating, we weren't supposed to talk about it; we had to sign the 

confidentiality agreement that, you know, if we ever did we could be imprisoned; 

and when I left, after I got out of the school I went to Iceland and I came back and 

I was in Norfolk. When I was in Norfolk at headquarters I worked in the analyst 

room and right next to it was the radio communications room. There was a man 

that worked in there, a Chief John Walker, and later on it was discovered that he 

and his son who was onboard one of the carriers and his other son and his wife 

were all involved in selling secrets to the Soviets and the secret was at rate of how 

we tracked their submarines. Yes, they're all in jail as we speak, I might add! 

[Laughs] But, yeah, he was right next door. I mean I would have probably handed 

him communications at times. And then when the book and the movie The Hunt 

For the Red October came out that was exactly what we did; and we even asked 

our commander that day, I remember it was like, how can he write this book when 

we're to sign a confidentiality agreement? And he looked at our signatures, he 

says, "Because the public thinks it’s fiction." Okay, but—[laughs] Okay. But after 

that the rate went away because there was no secrecy to it anymore; he had, they 

had told the Russians exactly how we did everything. I don't know if they figured 

out how to cushion themselves a little better or not [both laugh]. 

 


