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FOREST HILL CEMETERY TOUR

September 25, 26 and 28

he research is complete and the script is

being written. Actors are lining up to audi-
tion and school groups are already making
reservations. “Talking Spirits V,” the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum’s annual tour of Forest Hill
Cemetery, is right around the corner.

The interesting WWII era individuals portrayed
in this year’s tour include civilians and service-
men alike, each with their own unique back-
ground, achievements, and contributions to the
war effort.

Santos Zingale, an artist from Milwaukee,
learned that his draft number was up and that

Students listen to a “Talking Spirit” at last year’s tour at Forest Hill Cemetery.

he would have to join the Army. Instead,
Zingale volunteered for the Navy, where he
found the time to sketch poignant scenes of
his fellow sailors and of life on ship. Zingale
returned to Wisconsin and became a well-rec-
ognized painter and professor at the University
of Wisconsin.

Greenbush neighborhood native Frank

Schiro’s military experience was completely dif-
ferent. In October 1944, Platoon Sergeant
Schiro and his men participated in the Battle of
the Bulge, one of WWII’s most harrowing cam-
paigns. Schiro was captured by the Germans
and held as a POW for many months, during

Frontline - continued on page 11

Katie Leedle
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The purpose of the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum is to commemo-
rate, acknowledge, and affirm the
role of Wisconsin veterans in
America’s military past by means of
instructive exhibits and other educa-
tional programs.

The Bugle is a publication of the
Wisconsin ~ Veterans ~ Museum
Foundation which serves to further
the museum’s mission by provid-
ing funds for the acquisition of
artifacts, exhibit production,
and development of
educational programs.
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WVM RECEIVES SEVERAL AWARDS
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Laura Kocum

WVM Director Richard Zeitlin and Archives Collection Manager
Gayle Martinson accept formal recognition from WDVA Secretary

Ray Boland

he Wisconsin Veterans Museum (WVM)

earned two awards and a major Federal
grant over the summer. In June, The museum’s
Research Center received the Governor’s
Archives Award in recognition of its progress in
preserving Wisconsin historical records. The
award also recognized the Research Center’s
efforts to make the collection more generally
useful by improving access. Deputy Secretary
John Scocos of the Department of Veterans
Affairs received the certificate on behalf of the
museum at the awards ceremony.

The American Association for State and Local
History notified WVM in June that it had been
awarded a Certificate of Commendation for
public programming. The American Association
for State and Local History (AASLH), is the
major professional organization representing
history museums. The AASLH Awards
Program is the nation’s most prestigious com-
petition for recognition of achievement in local,
state, and regional history. The Certificate of
Commendation recognized the outstanding
nature of the annual “Talking Spirits: Forest Hill
Cemetery Tour” offered by WVM. This year’s
cemetery tour is scheduled to take place on
Sept. 25, 26 and 28. Be sure to mark your cal-
endars.

The National Historic Records and Publications
Commission (NHRPC) of the National Archives

awarded the WVM Research Center a grant of
$110,278. The two-year grant will support the
ongoing modernization of museum archives.
Grant funds will strengthen the archival pro-
gram by upgrading the cataloging system to
improve public access to the materials. The
project will create finding aids and enter data
on a national electronic machine-readable sys-
tem. The museum’s archival collections have
grown from 200 linear feet in 1993 to some
1,450 linear feet. The NHRPC grant will allow
project director Gayle Martinson to manage
the processing of 500 linear feet of archival
materials.

By Richard H. Zeitlin
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Photo Courtesy Wisconsin Historical Society

Wisconsin Historical Society’s Robert Thomasgard
presents the Governor’s Archives Award to WDVA
Deputy Secretary John Scocos



WVM Outreach

DOCUMENTING THE STORIES

WISCONSIN
. AT WAR

little after one in the morning, there was a
“tloud boom that woke everybody up. The
building shook so much that the door to our
living quarters was flung opened. We all
donned our masks once we realized what hap-
pened. The missile luckily only did some dam-
age to an empty shopping mall in Kuwait City.
It reminded us that it could very easily have
been us.” Written by Scott, 64th Troop
Command.

Scott wrote this shortly after the official war
against Iraq ended. His story, and many more
are being collected online at
www.WisconsinAtWar.com. The online diary
documents the stories and experiences of
Wisconsin’s servicemen and women serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan. The web site is a partner-
ship between WisPolitics.com and the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum. It continues the
museum’s effort to record the experiences of

WVM Outreach

Wisconsin’s troops stationed overseas.
The diaries include stories of daily responsibili-
ties, combat and patriotism.

Brock, from the 128th Air Control Squadron,
writes: “| am proud to serve my country, and |
enjoy giving back something in return for the
freedom and fortune my family enjoys. | feel
like | am making a difference in the Air
National Guard.”

Buddy, also from the 128th Air Control
Squadron, writes: “...Amazing how easy it
was to interact with the Army personnel, even
when we do not always talk the same lan-
guage. They are great hosts.”

The stories are posted online as they are sub-
mitted. The project is expected to expand as
units return home and gain regular Internet
access. The online diaries provide a glimpse of
current military life overseas.

By Laura Kocum

SEARCH FOR MEMORIALS ONLINE

he Wisconsin Veterans Museum has creat-

ed an online searchable catalog of memori-
als dedicated to Wisconsin veterans. The com-
puterized catalog displays pho-
tographs, locations and current
conditions of more than 660
memorials dedicated to
Wisconsin veterans throughout
the state, nation, and overseas.
It is designed to assist §
researchers, travelers and vet-
erans groups in locating
memorials or documenting
their condition.

The project is the result of
Assembly Bill 955, introduced
by then Representative David
Zien (R-Gilman) during the
1989-90 legislative session. AB
955 passed as an amendment
to the mini-budget bill, Senate

Hans C. Heg Memorial, one of the hun-
dreds available in the online catalog.

Bill 542 on March 22, 1990. The bill assigned
the Wisconsin Veterans Museum to implement
the catalog.

The catalog was announced to
the public on Memorial Day.
Since then, researchers and
community groups have used
the catalog for a wide range of
purposes.

The catalog is available at:
http://museum.dva.state.wi.us.
Then click on: “Memorials
Catalog.” There is a submis-
sion form available online to
enter additional memorials.

£ be directed to the Reference
© ot
= Archivist.

i

By Laura Kocum
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Members of the William “Sonny” Simon Post (VFW Post
#8216) enjoy dinner at the 2002 WVMF Gala.
reparations are underway for “A Tribute to
Freedom,” the Wisconsin Veterans Museum
Foundation’s second annual gala. This year’s
event will celebrate ten years of successful
programming and educating from the muse-
um’s current location on the Capitol Square.

The event will begin with musical entertain-
ment, cocktails, and a silent auction at 6 p.m.
Silent auction gifts include two round-trip tick-
ets on Midwest Express, a Bulova mantle
clock, and a wheeled luggage set from Lands’
End. A formal dinner will follow at 8 p.m. in the
museum’s award-winning galleries.

“A Tribute to Freedom” will be held on
Saturday, November 8, 2003. Ticket cost is
$100 per person, and includes cocktails, enter-
tainment, and dinner. Only 150 dinner tickets
will be available and 10 seats have already
sold. The cost is $50 to attend the silent auc-
tion only. Proceeds will benefit the Wisconsin
Veterans Museum’s educational programs and
exhibits. Please call Jennifer Dahl for ticket
information at 608.264.6086.

By Katie Leedle

PLANNING FOR YOUR ESTATE

hen movie star Clark Gable died, he left a

gross estate of $2,806,526. By the time
his debts and estate taxes were paid, his
estate had shrunk to $1,705,488. Gable’s
estate had been reduced to 61% of its original
size. When actor Henry Fonda passed away,
his gross estate was $4,339,788. After his
debts and estate taxes were paid, his estate
had only been reduced to $4,306,743. Fonda’s
estate was still 99% of its original size. Proper
estate planning can dramatically affect the final
value of an estate.

One popular strategy to reduce estate taxes is
a “planned gift” (a charitable gift designated
now but not made until the time of the donor’s
death). Bequests are the most common
planned gifts, and look like the example below:

Lt hereby give, devise, and bequeath to [chari-
ty name and address] the sum of
$ for its exempt purposes.”’

Bequests can be just that simple.

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is pleased to
announce our new Honor Society. Friends who
notify us they have remembered the Museum
with a bequest or with some other type of
planned gift automatically become members of
the new Honor Society (unless they prefer that
their planned gift remain anonymous).

By including the Museum in their estate plans,
donors realize a host of tax advantages while
helping ensure that the Museum continues to
carry out its important mission of remembering
and honoring our courageous veterans.

In addition to simple bequests, there are sever-
al other types of planned gifts, each with its
own advantages. If you would like more infor-
mation about the Wisconsin Veterans Museum
Honor Society, please contact Laura Kocum at
(608) 264-7663 or Katie Leedle (608) 261-0541.

By David Malone
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VETERANS IN THE CLASSROOM

s history students read about what hap-
“pened at Pearl Harbor or a teacher dis-
cusses how the Tet Offensive led to the United

States leaving Vietnam, there are questions
that students want to pose. Pictures and
descriptive accounts can illustrate some of
these events in American military history.
However, no one can illustrate the events better
than a person who witnessed them firsthand.

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum (WVM)
makes interaction with veterans possible
through the Veterans in the Classroom project.
Teachers can contact the WVM Research
Center, name a time period in modern history,
and be connected to a local veteran who is
willing to speak to their students. Veterans who
are interested in speaking should also contact
the WVM Research Center to be added to the
speaker list. Information on this program, and
the Veterans in the Classroom submission
form, are located on our web site at
http://museum.dva.state.wi.us. Once on the
main page, click on :“Veterans in the Classroom”

Veterans in the Classroom was started in
1991, when a budget measure required the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
(WDPI) to connect schools with local veterans.
The WDPI partnered with the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide this
unique opportunity for both veterans and stu-
dents.

Firsthand accounts of military actions are also
available to through the WVM'’s Oral History
program. The tape-recorded oral history collec-
tion contains over 550 oral history interviews
with Wisconsin veterans. If a student is doing
paper on a particular battle or war, there may
be an oral history that discusses the events
firsthand. Please contact the Reference
Archivist to see what is available for both
teachers and students. To learn more about the
oral history collection go to the WVM main
page “Oral History.”

By Carrie Bohman

WVM Staff Photo

Students spend time in WVM’s Research Center, learning from firsthand accounts of military service.



PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBIT HONORS
WWII HEROES

he traveling exhibition of photos and stories

portraying Navajo Code Talkers is owned
and being circulated by the National Atomic
Museum in Albuguerque, New Mexico. The
Wisconsin Veterans Museum is excited to dis-
play this exhibit beginning September 1, 2003.
The exhibit contains approximately 40 black
and white photographs with additional text by
Japanese photographer Kenji
Kawano, and highlights the
Navajo U.S. Marines who defied
Japanese intelligence during
World War |l with their unique
and undecipherable code.

Kawano came to the United
States in 1973 and was drawn
to the mystery and beauty of
the Navajo Reservation. He
soon gained acceptance by the
Code Talkers and became their
official photographer. The
exhibit photographs were taken
in the late 1980s and reflect the
respect and friendship that
Kawano was able to develop
with the Code Talkers over more ™
than a decade.

Corps began recruiting young

Navajo men at Window Rock, Arizona, in May,
1942. The recruits went through basic training
and attended the Field Signal Batallion Training
Center at Camp Pendleton. Training included
the development of a special Navajo vocabu-
lary. Following training, the recruits were sent
to the Pacific theatre. The Navajo-based code
used in the Pacific during World War Il is signif-
icantly different from normal spoken Navajo.
Although it is made up of Navajo words, the
code is unintelligible even to fluent Navajo
speakers. This fact was important to the secu-
rity of the code because many Navajos who
were not Code Talkers fought in World War I,
and some were captured by the Japanese.

Many frequently used Navajo words were
taken directly from the language and used in
the secret code. However, the code’s develop-
ers also employed compounds, descriptive
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With the app.roval of the Navajo warrior with U.S. flag, part of the Navajo
Tribal Council, the U.S. Marine  Code Talkers Photographic Collection
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metaphors, puns, and other types of word-play
in order to communicate those English terms
for which no words exist in Navajo as well as to
intentionally confuse any potential code-break-
ers. Even the alphabet was codified. The
code’s developers assigned up to three Navajo
words to each letter of the English alphabet
whose English translation began with that let-
ter. Since each letter could be
encoded in several ways, a five-
letter word in English could be
spelled out in 243 different
ways. Although slightly more

, time consuming, this made the
code practically impervious to
any human effort to crack it.

.-

Eventually, use of the Navajo
language off the reservation
and by non-Navajos
increased to a point where
the secrecy of the code
might be compromised for
future use, so it was declas-
sified in 1968.

The Code Talkers were not
nationally recognized until
1969. It was not until July
2001, fifty-six years after the
end of World War Il, that the
original group of 29 Navajo
Code Talkers were given the Gold
Congressional Medal of Honor by President
Bill Clinton. Of the original 29, only five were
alive and four were able to attend the ceremo-
ny. In November 2001, approximately 400
other Navajo Code Talkers were given the
Silver Congressional Medal of Honor in
Window Rock, Arizona. Again, only a handful
were still living and few could attend the cere-
mony. This exhibition, Warriors: Navajo Code
Talkers, was developed to educate the public
about the valiant role the Code Talkers played
and to symbolize a healing of the wounds of
war.

Kenji Kawano, Courtesy National Atomic Museum

The Wisconsin Veterans Museum is honored to
display this photographic exhibit from
September 1 through November 30, 2003.

By Mary Bade



Curator’s Chronicles

WORLD WAR I TO PRESENT

‘would like to say, “thank you,” to all those who
wrote in with comments about insignia follow-
ing my last article. Actually, | have received
more correspondence on this one article than
in my previous nine years of writing for the
Bugle. This either means you normally don’t

Top: 42nd Division

Middle: 81st Division

Bottom: Naval Advisory Group,
Vietnam

Patches part of WVM Collection

read my articles or that the
subject is of particular inter-
est. Preferring to think it is the
latter | will do my best to address
the questions raised and provide
some new information.

First, several people noted that Army Corps
insignia with divisional coloration date to the
Civil War. While this is true, the intent of the
previous article was to discuss the period fol-
lowing the turn of the 20th Century. | will save
19th Century Corps insignia for a future article.
| should also mention that the Vietnam era
Med-Evac patch came from a former member
of Marine Helicopter Squadron HMM-163. The
unit affiliation was not apparent from the patch
although the misspelling of Marines is.
Drawing the most comments, as it should
have, was the photo caption suggesting that

the 1st Infantry Division had the first authorized
insignia. In fact, authorization for the insignia of
the 81st and 42nd Divisions both predate it
with the 81st Division unofficially adopting their
insignia before leaving the United States for
Europe. What can be said is the use of shoul-
der insignia in combat during World War One
was unusual with the majority of organizations
adopting patches following the end of hostili-
ties. It is even more unusual to find a uniform
worn in combat that retains the original
insignia, which is the case for the service coat
from the 1st Division.

While the focus of our last discussion was on
issue and novelty insignia for small units,
insignia for all levels of command continued to
come from a variety of sources through the
Vietnam War. At times, members of large units
. would purchase their insignia from local

"~ = vendors because that was the only

" way to obtain them. Marine

, Divisions in World War Il were
A newly created organizations with
\ the design of their insignia com-
. ing through unit headquarters.
The earliest versions of their
insignia were often made in
small numbers and exhibited
subtle variations in materials
and detail.

. b EPTTITIII.
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From the Archives
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RESEARCH ADDS MEANING TO
BULLET RIDDLED DOCUMENTS

“ourtland Larkin was nineteen years old
-“when he left Camp Washburn (Milwaukee,
Wisconsin) in October of 1863 as a member of
the 1st Wisconsin Heavy Atrtillery. Larkin car-
ried with him a poem entitled For Country, writ-

ten by his mother, asking for his safety. He
also carried five carte de visite portrait images,

including one of his mother,
Mrs. Charles H. Larkin.

The poem expresses a
mother’s anguish over her
child’s military service and
fear that he may not return.
She reminds him that “at
home...[she will] watch and
pray.” Mrs. Larkin explains
her fears saying she knows the battlefield is
not for her.

Courtland P. Larkin Papers

That to a mother:

“This din of war, and

clatter

all this carnage and dis-

tress

all this bootless whole-

sale slaughter gL

is but murder — nothing  mrs. Charles H. Larkin

less.” (Courtland P. Larkin
Papers)

She recognizes her son’s military service is a

result of his patriotism and duty, and that

Courtland’s “manly zeal” will allow him to fight

well, honorably, and bravely.

Larkin first enlisted for Civil War service in
1862, serving four months before illness forced
him to resign. After recuperating at home in
Milwaukee for nine months, he reentered serv-
ice, joining the artillery, and left Milwaukee car-
rying his mother’s poetic prayer for safety and
her photograph. Mrs. Larkin’s wish that
“Heaven...shield thee, guard thee, and protect
thee” held true until Courtland, now a Major in
the 38th Wisconsin Infantry, fought at
Petersburg, Virginia.

On June 17, 1864 the 38th Wisconsin was in a
cornfield under heavy artillery fire when offi-
cers learned that the rest of the line had fallen
back. Larkin was severely wounded by a mus-
ket ball while leading his men to cover in a
ravine. Before reaching Larkin, the ball pierced
his mother’s folded poem
and the five carte de vis-
ite photographs he car-
ried in his left pocket.
This injury was the cause
of his discharge later in
1864. After the war,
Larkin returned to
Milwaukee where he lived
and practiced law until his
death in 1920.

A great deal of research

goes into processing
manuscript collections. Processing
archivists use both contextual clues found with-
in the collection and outside resources.

From the Archives - Continued on page 10



From the Registrar

LEARNING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF A SAILOR’S SEA BAG

/.n October 26, 1942 Japanese forces sunk
../ the aircraft carrier USS Hornet (CV-8) with
a devastating combination of torpedo and
bomber attacks. It certainly wasn’t the only
dramatic event of WWII, but the people who
lived through it will never forget that day.
Leonard Duescher is one of those peo-
ple. He was aboard the Hornet '
when it was struck and was _g
pulled off by crew from
the USS Russell.
When he was pulled
from the ship he was
wounded and had
nothing but the bloody
and torn clothes on his
back. When the battle was
over, crew members of
neighboring ships donated
clothing and gear to the res-
cued sailors and marines.
Leonard Duescher received
some clothing and a small can-
vas bag to store his meager
belongings. Sixty years later, that
bag would find its way to the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum (WVM).

The donation was made earlier this ‘
year at the Wisconsin Veterans Home at |
King. It came with the donor's name,
phone number and a quick note that it
came from someone who went down on
the Hornet. The bag was interesting
because it had an unusual shape and it
was stamped with a name. But without
any background, it had lost its meaning.
We wondered where it had been used
and who it belonged to. So we contacted
the donor to see if he might have any
additional information. It turned out he
was good friends with Leonard
Duescher who had been aboard the
Hornet when it went down. The story got
more interesting when we were told that

this was the bag Duescher was given  USS Hornet during the Battle of Santa Cruz Island, October 26, 1942.

Duescher’s story is remarkable. It can be found
in fuller account in the The Sun Rose Clear,
edited by Lowell Peterson. We are grateful that
the bag found its way to the museum and even
more grateful that we had assistance in ferret-

) ing out its incredible story. Objects without sto-

ries are nothing more than canvas or leather.

~\ But when you hear where this bag has been

you can almost picture the smoky skies of
the South Pacific on October 26, 1942. We
are honored to add such an interesting
piece of history to the collection of WVM.
. We would like to thank Leonard

. Duescher and Richard Studley for bring-
ing the bag to the museum.

If you have an interesting bit of
. Wisconsin’s military history that you
might consider donating to WVM,
please contact a member of the
~\ curatorial staff at (608) 261-6802.
We regret to think of how much
ot history is lost when donations
are dropped off anonymously or
with only a note. We encour-
age potential donors to set up
an appointment so that mate-
rial can be properly docu-
mented and considered for
WVM’s collection.

By Kristine Zickuhr

after he was hauled off the sinking ship. Above: Bag donated to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in 2003,

Official U.S. Navy Photograph

@O
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Above: 1st Marine Division
Right: 801st Medical Air Evacuation Squadron
Patches part of WVM Collection

Local procurement of insignia was particu-
larly common for units that participated in
special activities. The Navy provided advisors
to the South Vietnamese during that entire
conflict. Members of the Naval Advisory Group

For years, this poem was housed in a folder
labeled “unknown correspondence,” it was only
with research that its story was discovered.

Housed separately in the Research Center
was a collection of five photographs with holes
and cracks in them. The photographs had pro-
gressive levels of damage, making it clear that
they were stacked when damaged. Upon
refolding the poem and comparing it to the
stacked photographs, it became clear that they
belonged to the same soldier and that a bullet
caused the holes.

Because one carte de visite photograph was
labeled “my mother, Mrs. Charles H. Larkin,” it
was possible to identify the soldier to whom
the poem was addressed. Since it was written
for the “1st Lieu Heavy Atrtillery” the Civil War
database and rosters were used to find sol-
diers named Larkin. Courtland Larkin was the
only Larkin to serve in the Heavy Artillery. It
became clear that he carried both the poem
and the photographs during the Civil War.

Mrs. Larkin’s poem is now used as an educa-
tional tool. The striking visual of a letter
pierced with bullet holes combined with pleas
for Courtland’s safety resonate with students
and show them the value of historical docu-

wore black berets that featured a distinctive
flash. The U.S. Government never issued the
beret or insignia yet both were a required part
of the uniform.

Since the publication of the last Bugle a truly
unique novelty patch has come into the muse-
um collection. The 801st Medical Air
Evacuation Squadron operated out of
Tachikowa Air Force Base, Japan during the
Korean War. The unit flew planeloads of
wounded soldiers from forward airstrips, often
under enemy fire, back to their base near
Tokyo. For their actions the 801st received the
Distinguished Unit Citation. The
Squadron pocket patch fea-
tures, “Daisy, Huey,

~ Dewy, and Lewy,” of
Disney fame flying
through the clouds
on a stretcher. The
jacket patch is of
Japanese manufac-
| ture and was issued
' to squadron mem-
bers. | hope you have
enjoyed this further
discussion of insignia
and PLEASE, keep those
cards and letters coming!

By William Brewster

ments. These materials are available for
viewing in the Wisconsin Veterans Museum
Research Center from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

By Abigail Miller

FOREIGN-BORN VETERANS
READ THIS!

“oreign-born Wisconsin veterans who

served in the United States military are
urged to contact the Wisconsin Veterans
Museum immediately.

As a part of Archives Week programming, the
WVM Research Center will create a manu-
script exhibit focusing on the immigrant experi-
ence and American military service.

The exhibit will feature the papers, photo-
graphs, and stories of foreign-born Wisconsin
veterans and is planned for mid-October.

Please contact Gayle Martinson, Archives
Collections Manager, at 608-261-0536 or, by
e-mail, at: gayle.martinson @dva.state.wi.us
for more information.




POND FAMILY SHARES
RARE HEIRLOOM WITH WVM

rare Civil War Medal of Honor

made a brief stop at the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum
(WVM) on Friday, August 8. The
medal belonged to James Pond,
a Wisconsin soldier who helped
defeat Quantrill’s Raiders in a
Kansas Battle.

Pond was a staunch abolitionist,
assisting the Underground

Railroad and later working as the H
booking agent for several famous ||
Americans, including Frederick

Douglass and Mark Twain. ; }

Pond’s great-grandson, James B. |
Pond, inherited the medal. The
day of the exhibit, he spoke to |
nearly 40 people about the

Pond S CIVI| War Medal of Honor

which time his body weight fell from 179
pounds to just 80.

Other vignettes will include a Holocaust sur-
vivor, a Women’s Army Corps member, a Navy
Cooks and Bakers course instructor, and many
more. During the two-hour guided walking
tour, visitors will view nine living-history
vignettes and discover the cemetery’s rich
history and gravestone art.

Public tours at Forest Hill Cemetery are avail-
able on Sunday, September 28, from 12 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Adult tickets are $6 and children’s
tickets are $3, available at the cemetery gate
on the day of the event. Golf carts are

on hand for visitors who cannot take the entire
tour on foot and free parking is available at
West High School.

School and group tours will be held on
Thursday and Friday, September 25 and 26
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost per group is
$40 and maximum group size is 30 people.
Time slots are already filling up. For more
information, call Katie Leedle at 608.261.0541.

By Katie Leedle

medal and his family’s involve-
ment in the Civil War.

The Pond family carries a long
list of accomplishments dating
back to the Civil War. Four broth-
ers, James, George, Homer and
Philip fought for the Union. Philip
was part of the regiment that
captured Confederate President
Jefferson Davis. James and
George both received medals of
honor for their involvement in the
defeat of Quantrill's Raiders.

2 The medal was on display for
the first time in 40 years.

By Laura Kocum

Carson and Beatrice Gulley
Madison’s 1st African-American
Homeowners

Wilburt East Leppian

“Uncle Sam” Actor

Erma Jenkins
Women’s Army Corps. Volunteer

Gian Napoleone Giordano Orsini
Member of the Italian Underground

Elizabeth Park

Morse Code Instructor at Truax Field

John “Barkley” Rosser
Head of the United States Ballistics Program

Frank Schiro

Prisoner of War

Rabbi Manfred Swarsensky

German Jewish Refugee & Community Leader

Santos Zingale
Naval Artist



From the Gift Shop
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i James
ALL THE WAY TO Megellas
BERLIN g

James Megellas

The 82d Airhorne’s Most Decorated Officer

Megellas, James, All the Way to
Berlin, New York, NY, Ballantine Books
(2003). Megellas, a native of Fond du
Lac, Wisconsin, became the most dec-
orated officer of the 82d Airborne
Division in WWII. His book is more that
just a personal memoir. Throughout his
narrative, he skillfully interweaves sto-
ries of the other paratroopers of H
Company, 504th Parachute Infantry
Regiment. The result is a remarkable
account of men at war.
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A Brother’s Journey.
to Wartime Vietnam

Thomas Reilly

ltem: 3053

Next of Kin

Reilly, Thomas L., Next of Kin, Dulles,
VA, Brassey’s Inc. (2003). Tom Reilly
idolized his older brother, Ron. In July
1970, Ron died halfway around the
world in Vietnam. When the U.S. Army
provided no explanation except that
Ron’s death was not due to combat,
the nineteen-year-old orphan set off on
an incredible journey from small town
Wisconsin to war-torn South Vietnam to
find answers, to seek revenge if neces-
sary, and to come to terms with his loss.

Steve Best

ltem: 3057

Best, Steve, When Philosophers Were
Kings, NY, Sunshine Press (2003).
The story of a Wisconsin family’s strug-
gle to survive the American Civil War.
Supporters of the North, brothers
Socrates and Ed and their cousin Swift,
believe in abolishing slavery and pre-
serving the Union. But when standing
up for their beliefs means bringing
death and destruction to their family,
friends, and homeland, the choices with
which they are faced become increas-
ingly difficult.
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