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LETTER OF CONVEYANCE
December 19, 2025

The Honorable Tony Evers
Office of the Governor
115 East, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53702

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos
217 West, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53708

Senate President Mary Felzkowski 
415 South, State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53707

Dear Governor Evers, Assembly Speaker Vos, and Senate President Felzkowski:

It is my privilege to transmit the fourth, and penultimate, annual report of the Wisconsin Commission for the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commission (America250 Wisconsin Commission). I was honored to be appointed to the 
commission and even more honored to be elected to serve as its chair.

The Commission has been quite active since our last report. We have supported programs of the National America250 
Commission, including America’s Field Trip. Commission leadership also attended the Williamsburg summit of states 
in March 2025, finding it to be a valuable experience once again. Wisconsin was also represented at national convenings 
in Washington, D.C, in July 2025, which furthered the conversations in Williamsburg. Wisconsin remains a recognized 
national leader among state commissions for the semiquincentennial. This is the latest incarnation of the Wisconsin Idea 
at work.

This year started off with several events and ceremonies, marking the 250th anniversary of the start of the War of 
Independence, the birthday of the U.S. military, and the creation of the U.S. Army, Navy, and Marine Corps. These 
efforts, which included the Two Lights For Tomorrow initiative outlined in this report, garnered great attention and laid the 
groundwork for building momentum into 2026. The Two Lights for Tomorrow initiative spurred other states to host similar 
national program efforts in 2026. As outlined in this report, the Wisconsin Commission supports these initiatives. 

We are on the cusp of the 250th birthday of our nation on July 4, 2026. The coming year presents an opportunity to honor 
these legacies and reflect on what it means to be a Wisconsinite and an American. I am pleased to report that there is 
significant energy among our partners to mark this significant anniversary in a meaningful way. We look forward to 
educational events, community celebrations, respectful dialogues, challenging conversations, and meaningful engagement 
across the state. 

I know I speak for my fellow commissioners when I say we are excited to continue working with our partners to capitalize 
on the opportunities that we have on our horizon.

On Wisconsin, and, as ever, Forward! 

Sincerely,

Christopher L. Kolakowski, Chair
America250 Wisconsin Commission
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COUNTDOWN TO 250
When independence from Great Britain was won in 1783, the land, now known as Wisconsin, became part of the United 
States. Descendants of founders and other Revolutionary War veterans moved to the Wisconsin Territory and the State of 
Wisconsin, bringing the ideals of democracy with them. The principles that define Wisconsin and its government are based 
on those enshrined in America’s founding documents.

On July 4, 2026, our nation will commemorate the 250th anniversary (the “Semiquincentennial”) of the founding of the 
United States. The journey toward this historic milestone is an opportunity to honor the contributions of all Americans. 
Wisconsin has an excellent opportunity to explore our state’s story and connect Wisconsinites with America’s founding 
principles. This milestone presents an unparalleled once-in-a-generation opportunity to remind all Wisconsinites of the 
state’s and nation’s contributions throughout their histories and what we collectively stand for, specifically by highlighting 
Wisconsin’s role in the nation’s founding and the impact of its people on the nation’s past, present, and future. 

The America250 Wisconsin Commission will focus its efforts on the following key dates, commemorated with signature 
events and outreach initiatives that will encourage and engage Wisconsin communities. To support these outreach efforts, 
the Wisconsin Historical Society recently launched an America250 website packed with helpful resources, including 
toolkits, educational publications, and upcoming events. 

•	 A historic celebration will be held on July 4, 2026, at the Wisconsin State Capitol to commemorate the 250th birthday of 
the United States. The Commission will coordinate the event in collaboration with the Governor, the Legislature, the 
Supreme Court, the City of Madison, and Dane County. Through ongoing planning and outreach efforts, communities 
throughout the state will be encouraged to host local celebrations of this significant day. 

•	 The Wisconsin Historical Society will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Old World Wisconsin, along with our nation’s 
250th anniversary, with the Spring 2026 grand opening of a new visitor welcome center. This new entry experience will 
provide a gateway to Wisconsin stories of immigration and migration during the 19th and 20th centuries, along with the 
modern amenities guests expect. The 600-acre outdoor living history museum, created in 1976 to celebrate America’s 
Bicentennial, will also host “Independence Days” over the July 4th weekend with food, games, music, performances, and 
other patriotic festivities capped off with an inspirational reading of the document that started it all: the Declaration 
of Independence. The Wisconsin Magazine of History will also publish four special articles during 2026, focusing on 
our nation’s history.

•	 Several other Wisconsin Historical Society sites around the state will also mark the 250th with a variety of special 
programming. Black Point Estate & Gardens, Pendarvis, Stonefield, Villa Louis, Wade House, and the state’s First Capitol 
will offer special tours, a speaker series, and special events that commemorate Early American and Wisconsin History.

•	 In order to assist Wisconsin’s public elementary and secondary schools in meeting their obligation under the 2021 
Wisconsin Act 95, which requires schools to provide at least one event or educational opportunity to pupils in the 
2025−26 school year, the Commission will continue its efforts to serve as a clearinghouse for information on educational 
events and opportunities related to the semiquincentennial.

•	 Slated for opening in the fall of 2027, the new Wisconsin History Center will include a new permanent exhibition on 
American civics and democracy. The story of democracy in America is anything but inevitable. Stretching back well 
before the writing of the U.S. Constitution, the choices and actions taken each day by the people in this place we call 
Wisconsin have shaped and shifted how we live together. This exhibition, featuring the Society’s North American 
history collections, will explore the history of our nation’s and our state’s democracy and how this legacy has shaped 
our present experiences and future possibilities. It will welcome visitors as unique individuals while deepening their 
understanding that they are part of something larger than themselves.

https://wisconsinhistory.org/records/Article/CS17363
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YEAR IN REVIEW
TWO LIGHTS FOR TOMORROW CEREMONY

An idea originating from Wisconsin, the Two Lights for Tomorrow 
initiative was a multi-state project that served as a formal kick-off for the 
Semiquincentennial and a symbolic call to action. This initiative was inspired 
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s famous poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride, with 
the famous line, “One if by land, two if by sea”, which was about events that 
sparked the War for Independence outside Boston in April 1775. Participants 
across the nation were invited to shine two lights from statehouses, museums, 
community buildings, private homes, and other landmarks nationwide. 
The goal was a coordinated display of reflection on our shared past and a 
recommitment to building a “more perfect union.” Hosted by the Wisconsin 
Department of Veterans Affairs in collaboration with the Wisconsin 

Historical Society, a Two Lights for Tomorrow event took place in the Rotunda of the Wisconsin State Capitol on April 
14, 2025. Speakers included Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers, WDVA Secretary James Bond, Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
Director Chris Kolakowski, and Wisconsin Historical Society CEO Christian Overland, with additional contributors 
providing readings, presentations, and performances. The week-long commemoration of the events of 1775 was recognized 
in the 2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 17. In a symbolic display, two lights were illuminated in the State Capitol’s cupola 
on April 18, 2025. Video credit: WisEye  

250TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

A celebration and cake-cutting ceremony honoring the U.S. Army’s 250th 
birthday was held on June 13, 2025, at the Wisconsin State Capitol. The 
event was hosted by the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in conjunction with 
the Wisconsin National Guard and moderated by Museum Director Chris 
Kolakowski. Speakers included WDVA Secretary James Bond (and Marine 
veteran), Chris Kolakowski, Brigadier General Kirk Daily, and Brigadier 
General Brion Aderman, Deputy Adjutant General for the Army National 
Guard. Additional presentations included the playing of “The Army Goes 
Rolling Along” by the Army National Guard Band, the Presentation of 
Colors by the Wisconsin Army National Guard Color Guard, and the 
singing of the “Star Spangled Banner” by Natalie Popp, Miss Capital City 
Teen 2025. The Legislature recognized the U.S. Army’s 250th birthday with 
2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 50. Video credit: WisEye

250TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY

A second celebration and cake-cutting ceremony honoring the 250th birthday 
of the U.S. Navy was held on October 13, 2025, at the Wisconsin State 
Capitol. The event was hosted by the Wisconsin Veterans Museum and 
moderated by Museum Director Chris Kolakowski. Speakers included 
WDVA Deputy Secretary Chris McElgunn (and Navy veteran), U.S. Navy 
Retired Master Chief Petty Officer Alan Kromanaker, U.S. Navy Retired 
Captain Greg Zacharski. The Legislature recognized the U.S. Navy’s 250th 
birthday with 2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 91. 

https://wiseye.org/2025/04/14/two-lights-for-tomorrow-ceremony/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/proposals/ajr17.pdf
https://wiseye.org/2025/06/13/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-army/
https://wiseye.org/2025/06/13/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-army/
https://wiseye.org/2025/06/13/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-army/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/enrolled/ajr50.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/enrolled/ajr91.pdf
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250TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

A third celebration and cake-cutting ceremony honoring the 250th birthday 
of the U.S. Marine Corps was held on November 10, 2025, at the Wisconsin 
State Capitol. The event was hosted by the Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
with support from the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation and moderated 
by Museum Director Chris Kolakowski. Speakers included WDVA 
Secretary James Bond (and Marine veteran), Chris Kolakowski, USMC 
Former Gunnery Sergeant Tom August, and Retired USMC Commandant 
Col. Kurk Anderson. The ceremonial cake was arranged by the Marine 
Corps Heritage Foundation and was baked and donated by Kwik Trip. The 
Legislature recognized the 250th birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps with 
2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 92. Video credit: WisEye

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS

At its December meeting, the Commission adopted four resolutions: 

•	 Resolution Supporting the Simultaneous Reading of the Declaration of Independence – On July 4, 1776, the 
Second Continental Congress approved the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Four days 
later, on July 8, 1776, after the Declaration was printed and distributed, the citizens of Philadelphia were summoned to 
the State House Yard by the bells of the city. Then, Colonel John Nixon publicly read the Declaration of Independence. 
The “Sharing the Spirit of America” initiative, coordinated by the Hawaii America250 Commission, encourages all 
50 states and 16 territories to simultaneously read the Declaration of Independence on July 8, 2026, at 6 p.m. Eastern 
Daylight Time. In support of Hawaii’s initiative, the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs and the Wisconsin 
Historical Society will collaboratively read the Declaration of Independence at the Wisconsin State Capitol on 
Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Central Daylight Time. The resolution further encourages local communities 
throughout Wisconsin to also read the Declaration at the designated time. 

•	 Resolution Supporting America’s Potluck – Utah’s America250 Commission is leading a nationwide effort to 
have Americans in every state and territory participate in an event known as “America’s Potluck” on Sunday, July 5, 
2026. In planning this initiative, Utah’s A250 Commission says, “America’s Potluck is an opportunity for neighbors 
to join with one another to share a fun, communal meal, creating a sense of connection and belonging and fostering 
interactions among people from all walks of life. 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, the document that tied our nation together. The tradition of Sunday dinner invites us to slow down, 
serve others, and connect with one another. Through dialogue and a shared meal, we can promote our common bonds 
and honor the freedoms we enjoy as Americans.” In support of Utah’s initiative, the Wisconsin Commission encourages 
local communities throughout Wisconsin to participate in America’s Potluck on July 5, 2026, as one of the activities to 
commemorate and celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

•	 Resolution Supporting the Creation of a Commemorative Beer – 2021 Act 95 directs the Wisconsin Commission 
to promote projects that support tourism. Several state commissions have collaborated with local craft brewers to create 
a commemorative beer in celebration of the nation’s founding. Wisconsin has a long tradition of brewing beer that 
dates back to the 1830s. As Wisconsin’s third-largest craft brewing company, 3 Sheeps Brewing Company expressed 
interest in creating a commemorative beer. This resolution supports 3 Sheeps Brewing Company in this effort and 
encourages other local Wisconsin craft brewers to develop a commemorative beer to celebrate our nation’s founding.  

•	 Resolution Supporting the Creation of Commemorative Products – As previously mentioned, 2021 Act 95 directs 
the Wisconsin Commission to promote projects that support tourism. As such, this resolution supports and encourages 
local Wisconsin businesses to develop commemorative products in celebration of the 250th anniversary, such as specialty 
cheeses and ice cream flavors, and other products that showcase Wisconsin. 

https://wiseye.org/2025/11/10/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-marine-corps/
https://wiseye.org/2025/11/10/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-marine-corps/
https://wiseye.org/2025/11/10/wisconsin-veterans-museum-250th-birthday-celebration-for-the-u-s-marine-corps/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/enrolled/ajr92.pdf
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AMERICA’S FIELD TRIP
America’s Field Trip is a national America250 contest that invites students in grades 3–12 to participate in America’s 250th 

anniversary by encouraging them to submit writing or original artwork in response to the contest’s prompt, “What does 
America mean to you?” 

A panel of current and former educators selected 150 students as awardees, hailing from 45 states and territories. Judges 
selected 75 first-place and 75 second-place awardees. Entries were judged on Student Voice (50%), Clarity of Idea (25%), and 
Presentation (25%). Each first-place awardee received a field trip experience at some of the nation’s most iconic historic and 
cultural landmarks. The teacher associated with the top-scoring student submissions in each grade-level category received a 
$1,000 cash award. Second-place awardees received a $500 cash award. 

Willow Ackerman, now a freshman at Cassville High 
School, placed second in the nationwide essay contest. 
Ackerman was the only finalist from Wisconsin. The 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs recognized 
Willow’s achievement by inviting her and her family to visit 
with Gov. Evers, tour the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, 
and give a presentation about her contest submission to 
Commission members at their September 2025 meeting. 

According to Willow’s mother, the recognition by the 
Wisconsin A250 Commission had a ripple effect, in 
which Willow was featured on social media by her school 
and in published local newspaper articles, as well as 
receiving a handwritten note of congratulations from State 
Representative Tranel. 

According to local newspaper reports, Willow said, “I wrote about community and feeling welcome. I feel like we have 
a very close-knit community. It’s very warm.” Willow, the daughter of Bill and Jolene Ackerman, developed her love of 
writing after her agriculture teacher told her to enter a statewide essay contest sponsored by FFA. Since her America’s Field 
Trip essay entry, several members of their small community have shared information about other contests that Willow 
should consider entering. 
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NATIONAL AND REGIONAL COLLABORATION
The Commission continues to work closely with the United States Semiquincentennial Commission (America250). 
America250 is a nonpartisan initiative working to engage every American in commemorating the 250th anniversary of our 
country. It is charged with orchestrating the largest and most inclusive anniversary observance in our nation’s history. Over 
the next year, the national America250 will continue to host commemorative events, together with other state America250 
commissions and community leaders, inviting all Americans to reflect on the nation’s past, honor the contributions of 
Americans from all walks of life, and look to the future for the next generation and beyond.

To date, 56 states and territories have established similar commissions and initiatives to lead state-level preparations for 
the 250th anniversary. As expected, this past year saw increased efforts of communication and collaboration among state 
planners. National America250, as well as other national and regional organizations, offers support to state-level partners 
by providing resources for state and local engagement and hosting meetings that provide an opportunity for states to 
collaborate and share ideas on a common goal. 

State planners from Wisconsin attended convenings held in Williamsburg, VA, hosted by Virginia250, and Washington, 
D.C., hosted by National America250.

VIRGINIA: A COMMON CAUSE FOR ALL 

State planners of the 250th commemoration convened in Williamsburg, VA, on March 24-26, 2025, for the third and 
final A Common Cause To All - A Convening of the States. This event hosted nearly 600 planners from 40 states to discuss 
opportunities and challenges. The 2025 edition of A Common Cause to All served as a springboard to 2026, featuring 
speakers and panelists from the history, civics, education, law, and journalism sectors. The highlight of the event was a 
public preview of the documentary The American Revolution, by filmmaker Ken Burns, which premiered on PBS on 
November 16, 2025. 

“It was a very productive trip. We planted good seeds and 
nurtured important partnerships. In a series of discussions 
over two days, much information was shared about presenting 
the 250th and opportunities for collaboration among the 
states,” said Chair Kolakowski. “Many states were also 
interested in learning more about what Wisconsin was doing 
for the military’s 250th birthday, as most state commissions 
had not considered those dates and their possibilities.”

“Another element of the gathering was the array of dynamic 
and thoughtful public and academic speakers,” said Vice 
Chair Øverland. “A few speakers emphasized the importance 
of accuracy in sharing our complete historical record.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.: A NATIONAL CONVENING OF STATES AND TERRITORIES

In July 2025, the national America250 Commission hosted a gathering in Washington, D.C., for staff from state and territory 
commissions. A representative from all 50 states and the 14 territories presented on each of their respective commissions’ 
plans to celebrate the 250th anniversary of America. Representing Wisconsin, WDVA’s Scott Sussman presented on the 
Wisconsin Commission’s accomplishments, status, and priorities for 2025 and 2026.

Pictured: Vice Chair Christian Øverland, Chair Christopher Kolakowski.
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AMERICA250 WISCONSIN COMMISSION
The Wisconsin Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial Commission (Commission) was established on 
December 3, 2021, with the enactment of 2021 Wisconsin Act 95. (See Appendix A) The Commission is administratively 
assigned to the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) and is scheduled to sunset on January 1, 2027.

The Commission is comprised of 14 statutorily defined members, including the Governor and leaders of the legislature 
or their designees, as specified in Act 95. (See Appendix C) A commission member’s appointment is permanent unless 
the member voluntarily resigns and retains their role, even if they no longer retain the status that qualified them for the 
appointment. When a commission member resigns, the position is filled in accordance with the statute.

In 2025, Commission meetings were held in the months of March, June, September, November, and December: 

•	 March 11: Scott Alvey and Stuart Sanders presented on Kentucky’s plans and initiatives to commemorate America250.

•	 June 25: Jason Hanson presented on Colorado’s celebratory plans for their state’s 150th and America’s 250th.

•	 September 17: Willow Ackerman, a Wisconsin awardee of the America’s Field Trip contest, shared her essay contest 
submission and was recognized by the Commission. (Details on page 6)

•	 November 19: Alex Edgar and Adamali De La Cruz from Made by Us provided a presentation about their organization’s 
Youth250 initiatives.

•	 December 10: The Commission voted to adopt four resolutions and sunset committees. 

To carry out its mission, the Commission formed eight committees to engage other partners and citizens to forward its 
mission and vision. The committees met throughout the year, developing goals and work plans for statewide engagement. 
At its December meeting, the Commission voted to sunset the committees, effective December 31, 2025, in order to 
incorporate future planning into the full Commission for execution. 

A workgroup, comprised of staff from WDVA and WHS, has been meeting weekly since June 2020. The workgroup 
supports the Commission, assists with coordination and organization, and maintains communication channels with the 
national America250 Commission, other state commissions, organizations, and planners across the country. (See Appendix D)
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2021 WISCONSIN ACT 95
AN ACT to create 13.625 (11), 15.495, 19.56 (3) (g), 44.015 (8), 44.02 (29) and 45.13 of the statutes; relating to: 

establishing the Wisconsin commission for the United States semiquincentennial commission to coordinate the com- 
memoration of the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 13.625 (11) of the statutes is created to read:

13.625 (11) This section does not apply to the solicitation, acceptance, or furnishing of anything of pecuniary value by 
the Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial commission, or to a principal furnishing anything of pecuniary 
value to the Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial commission, under s. 19.56 (3) (g) for the activity 
specified in s. 19.56 (3) (g).

SECTION 2. 15.495 of the statutes is created to read:

15.495 Same; attached commission. (1) WISCONSIN COMMISSION FOR THE UNITED STATES 
SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL COMMISSION. There is created a Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial 
commission, which is attached to the department of veterans affairs. A commission member, once installed, is a permanent 
member of the commission, and shall retain his or her role even if the commission member no longer retains his or her status 
that qualified him or her for membership, unless the commission member voluntarily steps down from the commission. 
Notwithstanding s. 15.01 (2), the commission shall be composed of the following members:

(a) The speaker of the assembly, or his or her designee.

(b) The senate president, or his or her designee.

(c) The senate majority leader, or his or her designee.

(d) The senate minority leader, or his or her designee.

(e) The assembly majority leader, or his or her designee.

(f) The assembly minority leader, or his or her designee.

(g) The governor, or his or her designee.

(h) The chief justice of the supreme court, or his or her designee.

(i) The director of the state historical society.

(j) The director of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum.

(k) The director of the Tourism Federation of Wisconsin.

(L) A member of a federally recognized American Indian tribe or band in this state.

APPENDIX A – 2021 WI ACT 95

2021 Assembly Bill 388
Date of enactment: December 3, 2021

Date of publication*: December 4, 2021
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(m) A member of the Wisconsin Society Daughters of the American Revolution.

(n) A member of the Wisconsin Society Sons of the American Revolution.

SECTION 3. 19.56 (3) (g) of the statutes is created to read:

19.56 (3) (g) A state public official who is a member of the Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial 
commission may solicit, receive, and retain on behalf of the state anything of value for the purposes specified under s. 45.13.

SECTION 4. 44.015 (8) of the statutes is created to read:

44.015 (8) Contract with the Wisconsin Historical Foundation, Inc., for the purpose of providing support to the 
Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial commission under s. 45.13 (4) in performance of the commission’s 
functions of accepting donations, making procurements, expending funds, and entering into contracts, leases, or other 
agreements.

SECTION 5. 44.02 (29) of the statutes is created to read:

44.02 (29) Support the Wisconsin commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial commission as provided for in s. 
45.13 (4).

SECTION 6. 45.13 of the statutes is created to read:

45.13 Wisconsin commission for the United States semiquincentennial commission. (1) (a) The Wisconsin 
commission for the U.S. semiquincentennial commission shall plan, coordinate, and implement a program to commemorate 
the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States and specifically highlight the role of Wisconsin in that event and 
the impact of its people on the nation’s past, present, and future.

(b) The commission shall hold public meetings to solicit the input of citizens throughout the state in developing 
programs for the semiquincentennial.

(c) The program is subject to the support of a majority of the commission, and a majority of the members constitutes a 
quorum.

(d) Members may be reimbursed for travel expenses incurred when performing functions under this section.

(2) The commission shall coordinate with federal, state, local, and private agencies on infrastructural improvements 
and on projects to welcome regional, national, and international tourists.

(3) (a) The commission shall plan and prepare educational events and opportunities relating to the semiquincentennial 
for use by public, private, and tribal elementary and secondary schools throughout the state. The commission shall provide 
informational materials about events and opportunities planned and prepared under this paragraph to the department of 
public instruction for distribution to public, private, and tribal elementary and secondary schools.

(b) Each public elementary or secondary school, including each charter school, shall provide at least one event or 
educational opportunity under par. (a) to pupils in the 2025-26 school year.

(c) For each public elementary or secondary school in a school district, the school board of the school district and, for 
each charter school established under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x), the operator of the charter school shall report to the department 
of public instruction the event or educational opportunity that the school held to satisfy the requirement under par. (b). 
By no later than September 1, 2026, the department of public instruction shall compile and submit to the commission the 
information the department of public instruction received under this paragraph.

(4) (a) The department and the state historical society shall work together to support the commission in the performance 
of its functions.

(b) The state historical society shall, upon request of the commission, in accordance with its powers as described 
in s. 44.015 (8), contract with the Wisconsin Historical Foundation, Inc., for the purpose of providing support to the 
commission in performance of its functions of accepting donations, making procurements, expending funds, and entering 
into contracts, leases, or other agreements.

(c) Upon request of the commission, any state agencies, as defined in s. 20.001 (1), shall cooperate with the commission 
in the performance of its functions.

(5) The commission may do any of the following:
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(a) Accept donations, make procurements, and expend funds.

(b) Designate special committees with representatives from federal, state, local, and private groups to plan, develop, and 
coordinate specific activities.

(c) Enter into contracts, leases, or other agreements.

(d) Assume such other functions authorized by law as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.

(e) Appoint such committees as may be required to carry out its functions.

(6) (a) No later than one year after the effective date of this paragraph .... [LRB inserts date], and annually thereafter 
until 2027, the commission shall submit a report to the governor and the legislature under s. 13.172 (2) that contains all of 
the following:

1. The commission’s recommendations to comply with this section.

2. A detailed timeline through 2027 of the plans for all events.

3. An accounting of all expenses incurred per year, all funds expended per year, and all donations, grants, or other 
moneys received per year by the commission in developing the program.

4. Any recommendations for legislation necessary to implement any aspect of the program.

5. A report on all activities and events that occurred each year.

6. Information received from the department of public instruction under sub. (3) (c).

(b) No later than January 1, 2027, the commission shall complete its duties and submit a final report to the governor 
and the legislature under s. 13.172 (2). The final report shall contain an accounting of all funds expended and received and 
all activities and events. The commission shall cease to exist on January 1, 2027, and shall disburse any of its property to 
federal, state, local, and private entities.
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APPENDIX B – COMMISSION LEADERSHIP
CHRISTOPHER L. KOLAKOWSKI, COMMISSION CHAIR

Christopher L. Kolakowski is the Director of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, 
an educational activity of the Wisconsin Department of Veteran Affairs. As the 
Director, he is responsible for the award-winning museum and research center that 
acknowledges, commemorates, and affirms the role of Wisconsin veterans in the 
United States of America’s military past and present.

Chris has a BA in History and Mass Communications from Emory & Henry College 
and an MA in Public History from the State University of New York at Albany. He is 
a proud descendent of Wisconsin Veterans from the Civil War through the Cold War.

Chris has spent his career interpreting and preserving American military history with 
the National Park Service, the New York State government, the Rensselaer County 
(NY) Historical Society, the Civil War Preservation Trust, Kentucky State Parks, the 
U.S. Army, and the MacArthur Memorial. He has written and spoken extensively on 
various aspects of military history and leadership from 1775 to the present and was the 
inaugural Director of the General George Patton Museum and Center of Leadership 
at Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Chris has published three books on the Civil War and two on World War II in the Pacific. He is a reviewer and contributor 
to the Air Force Journal of Indo-Pacific Studies and a Senior Fellow at the Consortium of Indo-Pacific Researchers. His latest 
book, Nations in the Balance, was released in March 2022 and is about the 1944 India-Burma battles.

ABOUT THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Created in 1945, the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA), provides grants and a variety of services to 
eligible Wisconsin veterans and their families under several programs, which include the Wisconsin Veterans Memorial 
Cemeteries, Veterans Administration Regional Claims Office, Military Funeral Honors Program, Veterans Assistance 
Program, Veterans Outreach and Recovery Program, Veterans Housing and Recovery Program, Wisconsin Veterans 
Museum, and Wisconsin Veterans Homes. These programs are designed to provide health, educational assistance, economic 
assistance, and other services to specified veterans of the United States Armed Forces.

The WDVA is led by the executive leadership team of Secretary James Bond, Deputy Secretary Christopher McElgunn, and 
Assistant Deputy Secretary Joseph Hoey. The Department’s organizational structure includes the Office of the Secretary, 
Office of Public Affairs, Office of Legal Counsel, Wisconsin Veterans Museum, and the Divisions of Enterprise Services, 
Veterans Benefits, and Veterans Homes. Additionally, the department receives advice from a nine-member, part-time, 
citizen advisory Board of Veterans Affairs. For more information visit wisvets.com. 

https://wisvets.com
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CHRISTIAN W. ØVERLAND, COMMISSION VICE CHAIR

Christian W. Øverland is the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director & CEO of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, which is considered one of the nation’s finest historical 
institutions. Christian spearheads the Society’s mission to connect people to the past 
by collecting, preserving, and sharing stories. Under his leadership, the Society has 
energized public support for a world-class history center that is set to open in 2027 
and is currently in the design phase following recent approval from the State Building 
Commission. Before joining the Wisconsin Historical Society in 2018, Christian 
was the Executive Vice President and Chief Historian at The Henry Ford, an 
internationally recognized history destination in Dearborn, Michigan. He also served 
as the chairperson on the board of directors for the museum’s high school, Henry 
Ford Academy. Øverland earned his undergraduate degree in American Studies and 
Art History at the University of Minnesota-Minneapolis and his master’s degree in 
American History and Museum Studies at the State University of New York College 
at Oneonta and New York State Historical Association in Cooperstown, New York. 
Christian has received many awards for his work and contributions throughout his 
career, including a National Honor Award for a New Century of Service by the U.S. 

Forest Service, two Outstanding Achievement awards from the Themed Entertainment Association as well as a Dibner 
Award for Excellence in Museum Exhibitions, given out by the Society for the History of Technology. Christian is a member 
of the Governor’s Council on Tourism in Wisconsin. 

ABOUT THE WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active, and most diversified state 
historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership organization, its mission is to help people 
connect to the past by collecting, preserving, and sharing stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people 
every year through a wide range of sites, programs, and services. For more information, visit wisconsinhistory.org.

https://wisconsinhistory.org


 14

A MER ICA250WI COMMISS ION 2025 ANNUAL REPORT

APPENDIX C – COMMISSION MEMBERS
POSITION 
(S. 15.495, WIS. STATS.)

COMMISSIONER NAME & TITLE

Director of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum Christopher Kolakowski, Commission Chair 
Director of the Wisconsin Veterans Museum

Director of the Wisconsin Historical Society Christian Øverland, Commission Vice Chair 
Director of the Wisconsin Historical Society

Assembly Speaker Rep. Joseph Knilans 
Designee of the Assembly Speaker

Senate President Sen. Rachael Cabral-Guevara 
Designee of the Senate President

Senate Majority Leader Sen. Patrick Testin  
Designee of the Senate Majority Leader

Senate Minority Leader Sen. Janet Bewley 
Designee of the Senate Minority Leader

Assembly Majority Leader Rep. Karen Hurd
Designee of the Assembly Majority Leader

Assembly Minority Leader Rep. Don Vruwink 
Designee of the Assembly Minority Leader

Governor Zachary Madden 
Designee of the Governor

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Judge Randy Koschnick 
Designee of the Chief Justice

Director of the Tourism Federation of Wisconsin Julia Hertel 
Administrator of the Tourism Federation of Wisconsin

Member of a Federally Recognized American Indian tribe 
or band

Shannon Holsey 
President of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican 
Indians

Member of the Wisconsin Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution

Gena Selby 
Wisconsin Society DAR 250

Member of the Wisconsin Society Sons of the American 
Revolution

Robert Haglund 
Wisconsin Society SAR 250

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/15/ii/495
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APPENDIX D – COMMISSION WORKGROUP
In accordance with s. 15.495 (1), Wis. Stats., as enacted by 2021 Wisconsin Act 95, the Wisconsin Commission for the 
United States Semiquincentennial Commission is administratively assigned to the Wisconsin Department of Veterans 
Affairs (WDVA). 

As provided for in s. 45.13 (4) (a), Wis. Stats., WDVA established a workgroup in 2020 to assist with implementing the 
Commission’s functions. 

The workgroup, consisting of staff from WDVA and the Wisconsin Historical Society, provides administrative and 
technical support to the Commission, collaborates with other national and state organizations, organizes meetings and 
events, and coordinates communications, including the development of this annual report.

Chris Kolakowski, Director, Wisconsin Veterans Museum

Joey Hoey, Assistant Deputy Secretary, Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 

Scott Sussman, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 

Angela Titus, Assistant Deputy Director & Chief Program Officer, Wisconsin Historical Society

Mindy Allen, Administrative Support to the Commission, Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs

Kevin Hampton, Curator of History, Wisconsin Veterans Museum (through 1/24/2025)


